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Historical Context:  What are the immediate events that influenced this document?  What is 

the environment of ideas, attitudes, and emotions behind the creation of this document? 
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Audience:  For whom (general or specifically) is this document intended?  What details in the 

document help you attribute the audience? 
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Point of view:  Who wrote/produced the document?  What can you infer about the authors 

profession, race, gender, faith, or social background that would influence their sentiments about 

their topic? 
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Purpose:  Why was the document created? What impact did the author hope to have on his/her 

audience?  What details in the document help you determine the purpose? 



 


