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On the cover
Off and Running!
Margo Reid Brown ’81 assumed 
the role of President of St. Francis 
High School on July 1, 2012, 
bringing a new energy and vision 
to the campus. In the cover photo, 
members of the Track & Field 
team join her on the playing fields, 
anticipated to be renovated and 
expanded with the acquisition 
of the adjacent National Guard 
property, visible in the background. 
The vision of the future for the 
campus encompasses state of the 
art sports facilities enabling the 
majority of St. Francis student 
athletes to practice and compete on 
their home turf.
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President’s Message

Returning to St. Francis has truly been a journey of faith. When the search 
for a new President was announced, I was in the midst of my own career 
transition establishing an environmental consulting firm, an opportunity 
that I had longed for over the last several years. The search now threw a 
monkey wrench into my well organized, thought out career strategy! But, 
I believe my faith has guided me to where God has called me to be - St. 
Francis High School. The experience I’ve gained throughout my career has 
prepared me to assume this new role. 

With more than twenty years of experience bringing vision and leadership 
to mission focused organizations, both community-based and governmental 
agencies, the skills and knowledge needed for this new role were ones that 
were all familiar to me. I’ve worked in collaboration with Executive Boards, 
senior management teams, staff and volunteers and strategic partners in the 
community. My focus has largely been bringing strong internal alignment to 
activities and programs to strengthen an organization or agency’s commit-
ment to its mission. For me, the opportunity to return to the high school 
that had such an impact on my life and my formation as a young person was 
something that was meant to be. 

High school is a time of change and exploration in the lives of our young 
people. I experienced that when I was a student at St. Francis High School. 
Those were years I remember fondly and share with friends and my own 
family. Spiritual formation, academic excellence, and values grounded me 
and prepared me well for the maturity and growth that follows in college and 
a subsequent career. I was involved in sports, theatre, and student govern-

ment. I was challenged academically, and nurtured in my faith. I have stayed 
connected as an alumna and always dreamed of the opportunity to return. 

When Bishop Soto made the announcement on February 1, 2012 of my 
selection as President, I began a quest to gain as much knowledge and in-
sight as possible about best practices, other programs, and opportunities 
for collaboration with Catholic High School Presidents in Sacramento 
and throughout Northern California. It was a chance to meet my new col-
leagues, discuss advancements in education, and begin a schoolwide assess-
ment. How can we continue to provide students with the best opportunities 
available? Are we meeting the needs and expectations of our students and 
families? Are we preparing young women who will be capable of accepting 
the challenges of the world and their call in service to others?

Over the past decade, the growth of our student body and the physical plant 
has created opportunities and challenges. We are blessed with a robust stu-
dent enrollment, a faculty and staff who embrace our mission and provide 
academically enriching classroom learning, and a community who generous-
ly supports St. Francis. We must continually assess whether we are provid-
ing the most effective ways to teach, address our physical growth needs, and 
reach out to our alumnae for engagement and support. 

The faculty, staff, and students provide a vibrant community which gathers 
in the hub of our world - Serra Court. A visitor can just walk through cam-
pus during a community lunch and see the colorful tableau of energy and 
life that is St. Francis. I am fortunate to have an office with this tremendous 

Margo Reid Brown ’81: An Introduction



view to the students during their lunch. Many of them have taken the op-
portunity to come into my office, proudly bedecked with my high school 
memorabilia, for a “walk down memory lane.” Like my own two daughters 
on campus, I know they are intrigued with the past, and I love to share my 
“Troubie” experience with them. 

My oldest daughter, Carolina, is a senior this year and anxiously exploring 
all the colleges which she thinks are just the right fit. It is an exciting time for 
her, and one that I know will be difficult come spring and graduation for me! 
Catie is our youngest. She is a sophomore, and has had a great experience 
her first year and a half at St. Francis. She had the opportunity to play both 
basketball and soccer, finding many friends both on the teams and on Serra 
Court. Both daughters have given me glimpses of student life and the chal-
lenges that students sometimes face during these years. I also have witnessed 
the support St. Francis provides as a loving community - the safe, nurturing 
environment during these years of growth and discovery of who we are in 
God’s eyes, our parents’, and our own.

As St. Francis approaches its 75th year, we recognize and appreciate our 
school’s rich traditions. In 2015 we will hold a diamond jubilee to celebrate 
the multifaceted beauty of St. Francis. What will the next 75 years hold? We 
are confident that the faculty, who are committed and student-focused, will 
continue to challenge students individually to be their personal best, prepare 
them for college, and model giving of oneself in service to others. 

One of our outstanding educators, having been with us for more than thirty 
years will retire at the end of this academic year, after he guides his final 
group of students through AP calculus. He embodies the best of our com-
mitment to the students. One of my favorite teachers as a St. Francis stu-
dent in math (and the then-new subject of computer programming) was Mr. 
Charlie Schwing. He remains today one of the students’ favorite teachers 
on campus. We know that his greatest reward is their success. He is among 
many who have provided the continuity of tradition and academic excellence 
to keep St. Francis one of the top high schools in the region.

Since I arrived on campus officially July 2nd, positive change and creating 
a clear vision of the future has been the highest priority. Our vision is stu-
dent focused, providing the most effective educational programs, spiritually 
grounded in the Gospel values of our Catholic faith and in harmony with 
our St. Francis charism. We have opportunities to improve the core center 
of our campus, build a dining hall that will keep pace with the needs of our 

student body, and build a state of the art athletic facility and classroom ex-
pansion with the eventual acquisition of the National Guard Armory prop-
erty. We will continue to build and thrive, while providing extracurricular 
activities that foster community, an academically enriching curriculum, and 
the most effective learning environment. The world is not standing still, nor 
will we!

In the classic 1989 film, Field of Dreams I see a metaphor of the history of St. 
Francis High School. First came the vision and commitment to a Catholic 
high school education for young women in Sacramento. A place for spiritual 
growth and academic learning. That vision, and the belief in what we were 
doing as a unique opportunity for women of faith, was filled with hope and 
possibility. 

Our predecessors looked to the future, and dreamed of what could be. They 
dreamed of opportunities, they built the incredible academic programs - 
which we continue to build upon as we continued to build onto this incredi-
ble campus. And as the student body continued to grow so did their dreams. 
We now house an entire performing arts high school program within our 
diverse campus. We have academic and athletic teams that compete on the 
state and national level. As we look to the future, we keep a steely focus on 
our vision and dreams. 

We all remember one famous quote from the movie, “If you build it they will 
come...” However, I consider the most important message from the movie 
to be “If you believe the impossible, the incredible can come true.” We con-
tinue to dream, we will always believe, and we grow with each new challenge. 
Our responsibility is to continue to steward the gifts given to us for the 
generation to come. How will we take on the responsibility as stewards of 
our faith? We will believe in the possible, and by God’s grace we will see the 
incredible come true.

Margo Reid Brown ’81
President
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for St. FrancisSTEWARDSHIP
Dear SFHS Alumnae, Parents and Supporters:

It is your generosity that sustains and supports the mission of St. Francis 
High School. With your valued donations, we are fully committed to 
educating young women to become individuals who change their world. 
Please see the many inspiring stories of our graduates in this edition of 
Pax et Bonum. As a contributor to the school - past or present - you are 
directly responsible for creating the foundation by which these women 
are able to carry out the four pillars of St. Francis: Faith, Excellence, 
Leadership and Service. Thank you for your generosity.

The following is the Annual Report of philanthropic giving to St. Francis High School for 
fiscal year 2011-2012. We also include a report reflecting cumulative giving for individuals 
who have donated in excess of $10,000 over the lifetime of their giving to the school. We 
expressly thank these donors for their continued and sustained support. 

I had the pleasure of starting my St. Francis journey with Melissa Deiro, Advancement 
Associate for Events and Annual Fund. Together, we look forward to further engag-
ing our generous school community through communications, outreach programs and 
events. The support of alumnae, parents – past and present – and other benefactors is 
vital to continuing the St. Francis mission that enriches the lives and learning of nearly 
1,100 young Troubadours.

This spring we are introducing a new concept to unite our widespread online community in 
supporting St. Francis through 24/24/24 - Give A Little Bit!! We ask all supporters to give 
$24 (or more) in 24 hours on April 24. This “crowd funding” opportunity allows for relatively 
small contributions to be coupled with thousands of other donations for a large cumulative 
impact. Similar on-line giving events have garnered $40,000 to millions of dollars for the 
benefiting organization. For more information, please go to www.stfrancishs.org/242424. 
This will be the same portal that will become live at the stroke of 12:00am on April 24, 2013 
to facilitate secure on-line giving. Spread the word!

Once again, please know I am inspired by and grateful for your giving. My daily work on 
behalf of the young women of St. Francis is guided by a personal passion for the school and a 
sincere appreciation for your generosity.

 Most Appreciatively,

 Tracy J. Beckwith (Bryce ’12)
 Director of Advancement
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The Circle of St. Francis
$10,000 or more
Marion & Paul Bishop
John E. & Sandra Geary Cook ’54
Jana & Jim Cuneo
 in memory of Bob Willett and in 

honor of Kay Gaines
Fr. Leo McAllister Scholarship 

Fund
Pat & Kathy McClain, Hanson 

McClain
Mr. & Mrs. Harry C. Elliott III, 

Harry C. & Deborah L. Elliott 
Family Foundation

Robert & Nancy Sbisa
Most Reverend Bishop Jaime Soto, 

Diocese of Sacramento
St. Francis High School Booster 

Club
St. Francis High School Filipino 

Families & Friends
St. Francis High School Parents 

Guild
St. Francis High School Patrons of 

the Arts
Randy & Shannon Terwedo
Jerry & Sandy Tokunaga
Brian & Maria Reid Vail ’82

The Pax et Bonum Circle
$5,000 - $9,999
Joni Borbón & Ted Wun
Pam Eggert & Steven Eggert
Five Star Bank, James & Tracy 

Beckwith
Tim & Janine Lewis, Tim Lewis 

Communities
Kellie & Jeff Randle, Randle 

Communications, LLC

RCA Community Fund of the 
Sacramento Region Community 
Foundation

 at the direction of Mr. Bill Pattison
Roebbelen Contracting, Inc., Lisa 

& Bob Kjome
Peter Scheid
Thomas & Marion Slakey ’48
Vanguard Charitable Endowment 

Program
 for the Meghan Gumbelevicius 

Memorial Fund, recommended by 
John & Carol Gumbelevicius

The Assisi Circle
$2,500 - $4,999
Alpine Allergy and Asthma 

Associates, Inc., Michael & 
Allison McCormick

Crystal & Jeffrey Anderson, 
Folsom Lake Orthodontics

Anonymous
David Artale & Michelle James
Bayer Protective Services, Julie L. 

Al-Huneidi & Bryon Bayer
Shawn & Julie Bennett
Jed & Jenny Bittner
Rick & Margo Reid Brown ’81
Chris & Lauren Clark
Julia & Neil Clark
Walter Dahl & Sarah Buxton
 in honor of Ellen Dahl ’13 and 

Anna Dahl and in memory of 
Georgina Radonich Buxton ’47

Kevin & Diane Dasen
Amy Fournier
Leonor & Basil Fox, Jr.
Andy & Jami Granner
Intel Foundation Volunteer 

Matching Grant Program

Theresa & Thomas Kandris, 
American River Packaging

Steven & Lori Kimball
Ann Gonzalez Kramer & Daniel 

Kramer, Creative Media Group
Chris & Lisa Ksidakis
L and D Landfill Limited 

Partnership, Darcy Ketchum & 
Mike Lien

Bill & Laura Leszinske
 matched by Intel Foundation 

Matching Gifts
Timothy & Gigi Mar
April & John Moore
Paul & Michele Murphy
Angelo & Cecille Nazareno, 

Timberlake Pediatrics
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish
Don & Lynn Payne
Roberto Pérez & Mary Cogan-

Pérez
 matched by PG & E Matching 

Gifts Program
Jagbir & Maninder Powar
Jim & Celia Puff
Raley’s/Bel Air
Sacramento Coca Cola Bottling 

Co., Inc.
Charles & Ann Schwing
Joan & Frank Slachman
Social Venture Partners of 

Sacramento, John Finegan
Dr. Christian & Alicia Swanson
Deepal & Betsy Wannakuwatte
Wells Fargo Educational Matching 

Gift Program
 matching gifts from Hal & Lisa 

Beck, Wilson & Elizabeth Bean, 
and Maria Liza Leynes

Ann Ryan Wilson

The President’s Circle
$1,500 - $2,499
Chris & Kathleen Anderson
Sharon & Marc Aprea
Steve & Jane Baker
Rick & Jeanne Barthels
Dr. & Mrs. Robert & Lisa Bellinoff
Dr. Janine & Dr. Ami Bera
Charles & Alison Boudreaux
Dan & Rhea Brunner
Michael & Wendy Cadei
Larry & Marsha Carson
Thomas & Carol Oettle Colby ’55
Robert & Denise Costa
David & Linda Coward
Jose & Anita Cueto, through 

the Prietto Cueto Fund of the 
Sacramento Region Community 
Foundation

Kathleen & Jim Deeringer
Tracy Best Demetre ’82 & Mark 

Demetre
Kirk & Lynn Dowdell
eScrip
Andy & Patty Estopinal
Paula K. Frank
Paul J. Fry, II M.D.
Dr. Ann Haas, Sutter Downtown 

Dermatology
Russell & Janet Hayes, Coastline 

Technology Consulting, Inc
Buddy & Carolyn Hubbert
 in honor of Melissa Hubbert ’12
Dr. Stephen & Lynda Huppert
Intel Foundation Matching Gifts
 matching gifts from Richard & 

Felicia Heiler, Gary & Tracey 
Kershaw, Bill & Laura Leszinske, 
and Alberto Martinez & Patricia 
Bellomartinez

Vicki & Phil Johnson
Knights of Columbus, Council 

#4970, Arden-Carmichael, Inc.
Alan & Julie Laskin, Law Offices of 

Alan M. Laskin
Kim & Tim Lien
Denise McHugh & Peter Mixon
Dawn McLaren
Liza & Christopher Micheli
George & Wendy Miller
Terence & Kathryn Miller
David & Robbie Murphy
John & Brenda Musilli
Ingrid & Russ Niles

In this report we gratefully acknowledge those individuals and organizations 
that have made contributions to St. Francis High School during the 
fiscal year, which began July 1, 2011 and ended June 30, 2012. This list 
includes donations made through the Annual Stewardship for St. Francis 
Program, the Capital Campaign, Scholarship Funds, United Way and other 
workplace charitable gift designations, Patrons of the Arts, Revelry, Fashion 
Show and Golf Tournament sponsorships, and requests by specific school 
programs such as Robotics. Separate listings contain tribute gifts and those 
who have given gifts-in-kind during the past year. St. Francis High School 
is fortunate to benefit from this large community of benefactors.
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John & Sherri Norwood, Norwood 
& Associates

Susan & Ulrich Pelz
Rev. Edward P. Pepka
Michelle Pigman
Michelle & Jim Rademann
Kent & Holly Ramos
Manuel & Elizabeth Romero
Garrett & Linda Ryle
Robert & Tammi Salazar
Loretta & Stephen M. Sellers, Sr.
Susan Butler Siler ’58 & James G. 

Siler
 for the Marie L. Butler Memorial 

Scholarship Fund
St. Joseph Parish
St. Rose School
Matthew & Lisa Strong
Cherri & Garnett Vann
Suzanne Young & Douglas Young, 

MD, Northern California 
Research

The Canticle Circle
$500 - $1,499
Advanced Integrated Pest 

Management, The Romani Family
Michael Aguilar & Dana Griffin-

Aguilar
Coralie & Ken Ainsworth
Melissa & John Aliotti
Anderson Bros. Pharmacies
Anonymous
 in memory of Erin Dickman ’08
Loretta & Kevin Augustine
Bank of America Matching Gifts 

Program
 matching gifts from Elsbeth & Andy 

Cloninger and Bill & Tina Moore
Matt Bartkiewicz
 for the Sophie Bartkiewicz Memorial 

Scholarship Fund
Doug & Anne Bayless

Hal & Lisa Beck
 matched by Wells Fargo Educational 

Matching Gift Company
Gloria & Carlos Bickel
Tracy & Chris Bittle
Donna & Scott Bland
John & Joann Bonini
Cindy Book & Dave Murbach
Elmarie & Adam Brown
Don and Jody Bryan & Joe and 

Elaine Paddock
 in honor of Lauren Bryan
Debbie Cabrera
Mike & Suzy Campbell
Shannon & Greg Case
Brian & Julie Charter
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Chehrazi
Ken & Vicki Cichocki
Larry & JoAnn Clark
Elsbeth & Andy Cloninger
 matched by the Bank of America 

Matching Gifts Program
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Collins
Community Health Charities of 

California
Charlie & Jackie Conarro
Tim Conway
Dan & Alison Corfee
Jim & Cynthia Cost
John & Mary Cotter
Peter & Laura Crone
John & Nancy Dein
Tom & Susan Demarois
Leslie & Scott Donald
John & Nancy Lynch Doyle ’77
Jack & Flora Dumlao
Drs. John & Sharon Dutton
Eason & Tambornini, Attorneys at 

Law
Edward Lammerding Scholarship 

Fund
Doug & Pam Elmets
Mark & Kristin Enes

Jill England
Bill & Sally Geary Enos ’57
John Eskel
Danae & Dr. Gregory W. Evrigenis, 

DDS, MSD, Orthodontics at the 
Pavilions

Robert & Christine Farris
J.C. & Shareen Fat
Ferdinand & Joy Lynch Florentino ’88
Ben Folger & Erin Forest
Tom & Darlene Fong
Patrick & Kristian Arnold Foy ’87
Ben Frank
Mary Forster Franklin ’80 & Kyle 

Franklin
Neil & Mary Fricke
Vince & Kathleen Friend
Gannett Foundation
 matching a gift from Vivian & 

Clarence Macaspac
Terry & Sharon Garnett
GenCorp Foundation Inc./Aerojet
 matching gifts from Steven & 

Lorraine Murphy and Brian & 
Jennifer K. Sweeney

Mrs. Beverly Geremia
Kevin & Andrea Gini
Glen & Maria Gollnick
Gwyn Gordon ’85
Dr. Gregory & Jeannine Graves
Drs. Laurie & Jeff Gregg
John Hartmann
Stephen & Darlene Hemington
Mark Henderson & Helen Chew
Lisa Hightower & Stephen Roche
Holy Spirit School
Eric & Barbara Huber
Italian Catholic Federation - Holy 

Spirit Parish
George & Valerie Johnson
Denise & David Jones, Emanuels 

Jones & Associates
Karen & Gerry Kamilos
James & Wendy Kelley Family
Gary & Tracey Kershaw
 matched by Intel Foundation 

Matching Gifts
Paul & Marsha Mobley Kilian
Knights Of Columbus, Our Lady of 

Grace Council
Mike & Lisa Koewler
Sheri & Joe Kozina
Jim & Lorie Kuppenbender
Paul & Rosaline Lau

Law Offices Of Betsy H. Alberts, a 
Profess. Corp.

Greg & Erin Levi
Cheryl Lieu & Kelvin Mark
David & DeDe Lind
Mr. Courtney Linn & Ms. Sarah 

Aikenhead
Holli & Alan Luong
Vivian & Clarence Macaspac
 matched by Gannett Foundation
Dodie & Ian MacAuley
David & Jean Mark
Alberto Martinez & Patricia 

Bellomartinez
 in honor of Isabella B. Martínez 

’13 & Giovanna B. Martínez 
’16, matched by Intel Foundation 
Matching Gifts

Matheny Sears Linkert & Jaime, 
Matthew & Leslie Moretti Jaime ’81

Kevin & Heidi McKim
Brian & Annamarie Vogeli 

McSweeney ’81
 in memory of Lockwood Vogeli
Greg & Janet Meredith, Nageley, 

Meredith & Miller, Inc.
Gary & Cynthia Mitchell
Cathy & Selby Mohr
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher J. Molitor
William & Mollie Munizich Nelson 

’86
 matched by the Wells Fargo 

Educational Matching Gift Program
Charles & Chrissy Nicholas
Dave & Lisa Nickum
Darrell & Mary Norris
Tammy & John O’Brien
Marco & Patti Palilla
Deborah & Michael Pansius
 in memory of Marie E. Schmidt
Dick & Marge Pashley
Janis & Bill Pattison
PG & E Matching Gifts Program
 matching gifts from Lori Sullivan 

Abinanti & Joseph Abinanti and 
Roberto Pérez & Mary Cogan-Pérez

David & Kelly Bedford Phillips ’81
Bill & Helen Manfredi Pierson ’74
Kristen Pigman
Platt Electric Supply
Thomas & Lisa Jacobs Qvistgaard ’85, 

Stella & Dot Independent Stylist
 matched by UBS Employee Giving 

Programs

Last year, 99% of St. Francis High School 
graduates went on to attend colleges across the 
United States with over $23 Million offered in 
one-time and renewable college scholarships.
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Craig & Angela Rader
Nathalie & Robert Ramirez
David & Suzanne Reade, DSR 

Enterprises
Carolyn & John Reid
Lorenzo & Mary Reynoso
Larry & Kathi Moore Ridley ’73
 in memory of Kathy Wright 

Harvey ’73 and Phillip Harry 
Moore

Lindsey & Andrew Sackheim
Scott & Anne Geremia Sadler ’80
SaveMart Supermarkets
Sue & Randy Schaefer
James & Shari Scheller
Dick & Lisa Shanahan
James & Heather Shannon
 in honor of Selena Victoria 

Shannon ’14 & Chelsea Rose 
Shannon ’11

Craig & Jill Shortley
Michael Simpson & Lynn 

Hutchison
Randy & Stacie Simpson
Mrs. W. J. “Jim” Smith & Family
Greg & Joan Smith
SS Peter & Paul Parish
St. Charles Borromeo School
Very Rev. Michael Kiernan, St. 

Patrick’s Home for Children, Inc.
Gustavo & Mary Sosa
Jack & Diane Stewart
 for the Meghan Gumbelevicius 

Memorial Scholarship Fund
Richard & Angela Strawn
Carla McCandless Styczynski ’71
Lori Sullivan Abinanti & Joseph 

Abinanti
 matched by the PG & E Matching 

Gifts Program
Brian & Jennifer K. Sweeney
 matched by GenCorp Foundation 

Inc./Aerojet
Scott & Celestine Syphax
Target Stores
Rich & Peggy Taricco
Michael & Athena Taylan
Sal & Gwyn Teresi
Fr. Joe Ternullo
 in memory of Santo & Rosemarie 

Ternullo
Robin & Stephen Tipton
Sharon Tobar
Tom & Trisha Uhrhammer

USB Employee Giving Programs
 matching gifts from Alan & 

Patricia Miranda and Thomas & 
Lisa Jacobs Qvistgaard ’85

Carolyn Veal-Hunter & Dale 
Hunter

Xavier & Verna Verspieren
Dee & Chris Vrame
Sloane Westerberg
Peg & Greg Whitsett
Susan & Bruce Wilkerson
Joanne Gliebe Winchell ’51
Tom & Phyllis Wootton
Anthony Xavier
Christopher & Mary Zanobini
Mark & Trish Ziegler
Valarie & Terry Zimmerman

The Troubadour Circle
$150 - $499
Tarik & Sheila Abbasi
About Change Counseling 

Services, Inc., Cecelia Thornton
Adobe Systems Incorporated
 matching a gift from Chris & 

Deirdre Mullins French ’85
David & Erin Ainsworth
Michael & Gloria Andrews
Anonymous
Arikawa Family
Theresa Arnold ’81
Mercedes & Guillermo Azar
Thomas Bacon
Tom & Maria Balbierz
Tino & Gina Bamberger
Jim & Michele Banister
Lt. Col. Carl & Mrs. Cynthia 

Beckwith
Raye & Jeannie Kunz Bellinger ’80
Robert Bilo
David Blanchard
Cristina Brisbane
Lorraine & Jeff Brown
Don & Jody Bryan
David & JoAnne Buehler
Richard & Arlene Burke
Dan & Debbie Sheehan Cairns ’75
 in memory of Kathy Wright 

Harvey ’73
Paul Cater & Donna Galante
Katharine Ashley Cobb
 in honor of Elizabeth Anne Cobb ’95

Linda Trimberger Conklin ’74
 for the Fatheree Memorial 

Scholarship Fund, matched by 
Edison Matching Gift Program

Ron & Deirdre Conroy
Craig Cornett & Mary Meuel
Jenna & Chris Cosca
Steven Crooks & Cynthia Cooke
Beatriz DeLaTorre
Troy Devine & Charles 

Cunningham
Michael Dishno & Marleen 

Masuoka
Pamela DiTomasso, DDS ’72
 for the Dennis Fatheree 

Scholarship Fund
John M. DuCray
 in honor of Jennifer M. DuCray-

Max ’98
Monica Bagood Dutton
Lori Dwyre
Edison Matching Gift Program
 matching a gift from Linda T. 

Conklin
Mark D. Einck
Sr. Eileen Enright, RSM, Cristo 

Rey High School
David & Kay Evans
F.C. Ziegler Company
April Fallon ’84
 matched by Yahoo! Corporation
Stacy Farley, Brett Leber, Madi, 

Zach, Paige & Carson
 for the Meghan Gumbelevicius 

Memorial Scholarship Fund
Mike & Kathy Farmer
Natalie & Eric Feller
Finegan Family Foundation
Debbie Flemmer
Franklin & Cynthia Fong
Timothy & Linda Frazier
Chris & Deirdre Mullins French ’85
 matched by Adobe Systems, Inc.
Sam & Michelle Furno
Joanne Gallo
Michael & Annette Gallo
Joanne & Gary Galster
Stephen Gennuso

Dan & Rachelle Gibbons
Karin Gumbelevicius
 in memory of Meghan 

Gumbelevicius
Meg Willett Haesloop ’84
 in memory of Bob Willett
Mark & Julie Handy
Tom Hardin & Vera Janushkowsky
 matched by Pfizer Foundation
Nancy Heffernan & Neal Cohen
 in memory of Debbie Koewler
Stephan & Sharon Heidecker
Leigh Hiers ’96
Rachel & Jeff Holmes
Holy Trinity School
Margaret Meade Jackson ’68
Patricia & George Jenkinson
Bob & Janet Kahle
Joseph Karkoski
Lisa D. Karkoski
Michael & Julie Kashuba
Kathy & Gene Keller
Gilbert & Linda Khachadourian
Bill & Terry Klas
David & Lynne Koll
Bob & Eileen Lackner
 in honor of Amy ’07 & Kimberly ’13
John B. LaRocco
Jeanine Larrea ’85
Mary Jane Lee
Naomi Lee
Jim & Geri Lesniewski
The Lucas Family
Brad & Karen Lynn
Peter & Barbara McBrien
Vanessa McCarthy-Olmstead ’96 

& Rob Olmstead
James & Helen McCormack
Paul McKay & Rosalie Ribera-

McKay
Rolanda Miles
Ramona & Barry Moenter
Luzviminda Molina
Bill & Tina Moore
 matched by Bank of America 

Matching Gifts Program
Rich & Karen Moorhouse
Mark & Fran Mueller

St. Francis High School has 53 clubs 
and ten academic teams that compete 

throughout the nation.
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Steven & Lorraine Murphy
 matched by GenCorp Foundation 

Inc./Aerojet
New York Life Foundation
 matching a gift from Bert Ripple
Jeff & Cheryl Nightingale
Stuart Noda & Julia Baumhoff
Rick & Linda Norman
Nugget Market, Inc.
Sean O’Connell
Kevin J. O’Neill, DDS, MSD
Patrick O’Neill
Joyce Ownbey
Edward A. Panacek
Nila & Ashok Patel
Earl & Alma Penalosa
Kelsi Hooper Perttula ’98
 in memory of Kathleen Rose
Jim & Laura Pesce
Alyce O’Connor Peterson ’74
Dr. Raymond Petty & Dr. Carla 

Docharty
Tim & Aida Phelan
Ernest Pierucci
Most Reverend Bishop Francis A. 

Quinn
Julie Quinn ’86
Kip & Sina Rahe
Georgiann Culverwell Raimondi ’72
Paul & Kathy Redd
 matched by GenCorp Foundation 

Inc./Aerojet
Bert Ripple
 matched by New York Life Insurance 

Company
Denis G. Rose
Craig & Yvette Roy
William & Lisa Ruffner
Janet Taormina Ruggiero ’67
John & Un Hui Rush
John A. Santamaria, DDS
Jan Senna
 for the Kairos Retreat Program
David Shelledy and Mary French & 

Leo R. French, Placer Title Co.

Susan & Ken Silva
Mike & Susan Sompayrac
Marc & Judy Soutiere
Theresa & Douglas Sparks
Marshall & Kelle Sperbeck
Teri & Kevin Stone
Francis Story
Marielle & John Stralen
Joan D. Taft
The Tharp Family
 in memory of Eleanora Kotoski
Bruce & Gina Thomas
Jane Trippet
Maura Twomey ’77 & Rich 

Pedroncelli
Joseph & Kathryn Keating Vincenty 

’70
Tony & Tammy Wall
Scott & Debra Warady
Victor & Carol Warmerdam
Scott & Theresa Wells
Gary & Dawn Wendell
Scott & Laura Wigginton
Peggy Moore Willumson ’68
 in honor of the Nacey, Stegner, 

Johnston, Moyer & Moore Families
Randall & Karen Wilson
Don Wreden & Maxine Barish-

Wreden
Yahoo! Corporate Donation 

Matching Funds
 matching a gift from April Fallon 

’84

The Circle of St. Clare
Up to $150
Jeff & Nina Adams
Jim Adams
Michael & Sue Adams
Andreas Agos & Nancy King
Kristen Alan ’12
Art Allen & Lynn Baker
Patricia & John Almazan
Anonymous
Anonymous

Thomas & Elisa Arostegui
Evette Ascalon ’91
Debbie & Kurt Austin
Tricia Hillary Bahiyah
Michael & Kelli Baker
Pamela & Gerald Baker
Ken & Trudi Balestreri
Paul & Laila Holland Barker ’79
 in memory of Dr. Ernest H. & 

Farida M. Holland
Mark & Darci Bauer
Roger & Arnetta Beatty
Belinda Beckett & Norman Hile
Kathryn Beltrami ’69 & Martin 

Pierucci
 in memory of Della Beltrami
Merllene & Duane Bendixen
Rino & Rosemarie Conti Bertini ’72
Charlie & Brenda Bisharat
Aron Bishop & David Briggs
Ed & Virginia Bispo
Jennifer Perez Blackburn ’91
Roger & Wendy Blake
Mary Kay Bolz
The Borgfeldt Family
Wynette Bouchard ’81
Manuel & Mary Lammerding 

Bracamonte ’79
Sandra H. Brodrick
Paul & Tina Brust
Linda & Craig Calkin
Christi Calpo
Scott & Wendy Campbell
Susan & Rodney Campbell
William & Lori Carpenter
Christina Caruso Carrero ’87
Jennifer & Michael Carriere
Gregory & Stephanie Cates
Susan & Paul Cecchettini
Ken & Christine Chappelle
Anne Chatfield ’95
Marianne Cook Chigbrow ’91
Robert & Lori Cima
Katherine Rose Clark ’12
Sarah Clutter
Jim & Wendy Coghlan
George Coleman & Mary E. Kwoka
Jim & Lori Combrink
Kathy Conner
Rick & Nancy Corbett
Sr. Mary Enda Creegan, DMJ
Edward & Ellen Cundiff
Alana Curry ’14
Elizabeth Danielson & Scott 

Reynolds

Ada Anne Panattoni Daugherty ’47
Kathryn Corcoran Daum ’60
Farley & Nora David
Kathleen Haynes De Fazio ’95
Tony & Michele DeCristoforo
Richard & Trudy DeFelice
Laurence & Holly Diamond
Andrea Diaz-Vaughn ’95
Ron & Laura DiGiambattista
Rev. William J. Dinelli
Brian & Carrie Dodson
John & Karen Dowdell
Tom & Karen Dugoni
Kenneth & Nancy Dyer
Philip & Christine Edwards
Bob Eernisse
Alann & Kathy Elftmann
Marc & Susan Ely
Susan Evans-Heidecker & Lawrence 

Heidecker
Domenico & Sandra Ferri
Kevin & Christina Fontes
Rev. Steven Foppiano
Courtney Isbell Fowler ’03
Dennis & Sally Russell Froehler ’73
Susan Gallardo ’75
Gail Garcia-Buckman ’77
Janet & André Gardner
Donnell Geib
Sharon McGuire Genens ’67
Catherine Geraty-Hoag ’75
Thomas & Linda Gilbert
David & Deanna Godby
Jesus Maria & Jasmin Gonzales
Dennis & Jo Meenaghan Gorsuch
Laurie Silva Gray ’75
Fred & Mary Grgich
Luis Guima
Chuck & Mary Hager
Carrie Harcharik ’97
Rose Dueso Harrelson ’84
Christine Marie Harris
Gary & Brenda Hebert
Sharon & Andrew Heidecker
Richard & Felicia Heiler
 matched by Intel Foundation 

Matching Gifts
Irma Hernandez-Larin ’67
Teresita Herrera-Lopez ’82
Earl L. Heyward
Ivan & Marissa Hrga
Ruth Huggins
Rev. Mauricio Hurtado
Mark & Teri Isaacs
Molly Isbell ’05

St. Francis High School offers 12 CIF sports with 
26 levels of participation in which just under half 
of our students participate. 5% of Troubadours 
compete collegiately,  higher than the national 

average of 3%, including male sports.
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Stephen & Toni James
Muriel & Ernie Johnson
James Joyce Family
Kyle & Joanne Bertolucci Kelley
Mary Anne Kelly
Lisa Raley Kennedy ’95
Mary Van Dillon Keowen ’55
 in memory of Judy Ackerman 

Ayala ’56
Margaret & Lynard Khan
Carol & Dennis Kimball
Rev. William Kinane
Jane Kirkland & Joel Carey
Rudy & Bonnie Klanseck
John Krochta & Marg Bartosek
 in honor of Marion Bishop
Marcos & Sharon Kropf
John & Janis Kuwamoto
Lakewood Villa, Vixcent & Hope 

Villaluna
James & Mary Lambert
Daryl & Cheryl Lance
Pat Kane Lane ’51
 in memory of Jacqueline Kane 

Wild ’49
Laser and Skin Surgery Center of 

Northern California
Brianna Latko
Leticia & Larino Lazo
Kathleen F. & Steven M. Lee
Tara Leung & David Grealish
Maria Liza R. Leynes
 matched by the Wells Fargo 

Educational Matching Gift Program
Lori Lien ’08
Anne & Gordon Lindsay
Jan & Todd Luoma
 in honor of Libby Luoma ’08, 

University of Washington ’12
Laureen Macugay
Sarah Weber Maile ’88
Dr. & Mrs. Walter E. Malhoski
Michael & Susan McCutcheon
Stacy & Josh McDonald
James & Catherine McFadden
Nicole Kelly McGuinness ’85
Ken & Diane Neururer McGuire ’67
Rev. Liam McSweeney
George & Carolina Medina
Ana Liza & Donald Menardo
Ross & Monica Merkle
Karlin Merwin
David Miller III

Alan & Patricia Miranda
 matched by UBS Employee Giving 

Programs
Terri Mitsuoka
Rev. Martin J. Moroney
Stephen & Jo Morrison
Marge Wilkins Mugartegui ’51
Roselle Roland Nerney ’75
John & Janet Newton
Leah A. Newton ’92
Nick & Colleen Nicholas
Bob & Rosemary O’Connor and 

Family
 in memory of Dorothy Silva & 

Mary O’Connor
Sr. Kathleen O’Dwyer, RSM
Onecause
Rev. Msgr. Brendan O’Sullivan
Kai Parks
Ciara Pedroncelli ’08
Stacy Pettibone
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program
 matching a gift from Tom Hardin 

& Vera Janushkowsky
Robert & Sandra Pierson
Victor & Susan Pitton
Joe & Kelly Poggi
Pamela Prentiss
Cindy Walker Puppione ’65
 in memory of Robert A Walker, 

father of Cindy Walker Puppione 
’65, Patty Walker Hayes ’68, & 
Judy Walker ’70

Sergio & Regina Quiniola
Alfredo & Sue Ramirez
Christina Ramirez ’05
Steve & Stephanie Refnes
Lili & Tim Rehwald
Emily Reves
David & Teresa Rice
Tim & Angela Richter
Lolita Roa
Jenna Roberts
Diana Rodriguez-Suruki & 

Shinichi Suruki
Guillermo & Amy Roses
Todd & Kathleen Rudd
Steven & Kathleen Russell
St. Francis High School Class of 

1955
 in memory of Roberta (Bobbie) 

Webdell Frayne ’55

William C. & Sharon Sanborn
 in memory of Stephen C. Sanborn, 

father of Marissa ’15
Jeanne Sapunor ’72 & Ralph Davis
Rolando & Marian Sarte
Angela Ramos Saunders ’94
Angelina Carmazzi Sawitzky ’98
Randy & Kim Schafer
John & Katita Schloemann
Ted & Sharon Schoenfeld
Polly Zywiec & Daniel Selden
Tina Bonilla Semon ’86
Meryl Shader & Paul Seave
Kathi Shelley
Gail & John Sherman
Liz Shoemaker
Kurt & June Shuler
Rudy & Edna Siao
Robert, Dutch & Tallulah Sickels
 in memory of Eleanor Neumann
Sierra Health Foundation
Nicholas & Loreine Simopoulos
Mark & Christine Skreden
Kelly Brady Smith ’95
Kevin & Luz Smith
 matched by GenCorp Foundation 

Inc./Aerojet
St. John Notre Dame School
Aimee Staats
John Stie & Lisa Hartman Stie
Robert Sullivan
Rev. David Suwalsky, S.J.
The Telford Family
Stephen & Cheryl Tholcke
Edward Trafton
Stephen Tyack & Jane Wagner-

Tyack
Tammy Urquhart
Evelyn Vargas-Castaneda
Michael & Pinky Vergara
Larry & Rita Vicory
Lilliam & Hugo Vides
Suzanne Vierra
Stephanie M. Villanueva ‘98
Ed & Teresa Wargo
Quintilla & Oscar Wells
Nicole West ’92
Samuel & Gretchen Wiley

Helen Holmes Willett
Sarah Detrick Williams ’00 & 

Galen Williams
John & Georgia Winner
Christina & Mark Woollgar
Evelyn Yost
Cathy Ranieri Zerio ’74
Kathryn Mosloskie Zweigenbaum ’88

In-Kind Gifts
St. Francis High School gratefully 
acknowledges the following donors for 
their gifts of goods and services:

Theresa Arnold ’81
Raye & Jeannie Kunz Bellinger ’80
Marjorie Berte
Cali Color
Shane Crane, Sig-1 Creative 

Printing
Duarte Poinsettias
Janet & Russell Hayes
IPS Printing, Inc.
Denise & David Jones
Kaya Yoga
Bill & Terry Klas
Mark Coverdale Photography
Tariq & Sowaiba Munir, Munir’s 

Company of IHOP’s and 
Pinkberry

Natomas Racquet Club
Nor-Cal Beverage Company, Inc.
Peet’s Coffee & Tea
Pinkie Pictures Portrait Photography
Raley’s/Bel Air
Matthew Schaedler
University Art

Vehicle Donation 
Program
Gary & Denise Blakesley
John & Linda Chaffin
El Dorado Savings Bank
Paul & Mary Kay Lewicki
Susan & Ulrich Pelz
Anthony & Maria Santana
Matthew Schaedler
Evelyn Vargas-Castaneda

Troubadours perform more than  
30,000 hours of service to those in need 

on an annual basis.
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Jim Adams
Kristen Alan ’12
Debbie & Kurt Austin
Pamela & Gerald Baker
Lt. Col. Carl & Mrs. Cynthia 

Beckwith
Merllene & Duane Bendixen
Aron Bishop & David Briggs
Jed & Jenny Bittner
Mary Kay Bolz
The Borgfeldt Family
Manuel & Mary Lammerding 

Bracamonte ’79
Cristina Brisbane
Rick & Margo Reid Brown ’81
Richard & Arlene Burke
Susan & Rodney Campbell
Jane Kirkland & Joel Carey
Katherine Rose Clark ’12
Julia & Neil Clark
Kathy Conner, Chancellor
John E. & Sandra Geary Cook ’54
Rick & Nancy Corbett
Jim & Cynthia Cost
Sr. Mary Enda Creegan, DMJ
Jose & Anita Cueto, through 

the Prietto Cueto Fund of the 
Sacramento Region Community 
Foundation

Edward & Ellen Cundiff
Jana & Jim Cuneo
Elizabeth Danielson & Scott 

Reynolds

After eleven years of loving service to St. Francis High School, 
Marion Bishop completed her term as President on June 30, 2012. 
We are deeply grateful to Marion for her dedicated commitment to 
the school community as St. Francis High School’s first President.

During her tenure at St. Francis High School, Marion took the 
school from an enrollment of eight hundred students to over 
eleven hundred. She oversaw the campus expansion and construc-
tion of beautiful new facilities, implementation of the Kairos 
retreat program, and a photovoltaic installation on the campus. As 
a result of her professionalism, integrity, passion and prayerfulness, 
she left the school in a strong position and her impact will be felt 
for many years to come.
 
Assisting families with tuition was a mission dear to Marion’s 
heart. Marion served the Diocese of Sacramento for over eighteen 
years, much of that time dedicated to assisting families in providing 
a Catholic education for their children. This includes the creation 
of the Succeed School program, which continues to help families 
realize their dreams of a Catholic school education. Marion also 
expanded the tuition assistance program at St. Francis which, al-
though it has grown to award over $1 million in aid each year, still 
provides for only half of the demonstrated need.
 
To honor Marion, St. Francis High School established a scholar-
ship fund in her name. The Marion Bishop Scholarship Fund will 
help with tuition expenses for qualified students in need attending 
St. Francis High School. We wish Marion Pax et Bonum on her 
transition to a new phase of her journey.
 
We thank the following people for their contributions to the schol-
arship fund in her honor.

Ada Anne Panattoni Daugherty ’47
Kathryn Corcoran Daum ’60
Farley & Nora David
Kathleen & Jim Deeringer
Rev. William J. Dinelli
John & Karen Dowdell
John & Nancy Lynch Doyle ’77
Bob Eernisse
Alann & Kathy Elftmann
Sr. Eileen Enright, RSM, Cristo Rey 

High School
David & Kay Evans
Susan Evans-Heidecker & Lawrence 

Heidecker
Rev. Steven Foppiano
Dennis & Sally Russell Froehler ’73
Joanne Gallo
Thomas & Linda Gilbert
Fred & Mary Grgich
Chuck & Mary Hager
Susan Halfman
Christine Marie Harris
Sharon & Andrew Heidecker
Stephan & Sharon Heidecker
Teresita Herrera-Lopez ‘82
Ivan & Marissa Hrga
Dr. Stephen & Lynda Huppert
Rev. Mauricio Hurtado
Stephen & Toni James
Muriel & Ernie Johnson
James Joyce Family
Bob & Janet Kahle
Kathy & Gene Keller

Scholarship Fund in Honor of Marion L. Bishop
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Kyle & Joanne Bertolucci Kelley
Mary Anne Kelly
Margaret & Lynard Khan
Very Rev. Michael Kiernan, St. 

Patrick’s Home for Children, Inc.
Rev. William Kinane
James & Mary Lambert
Brianna Latko
Naomi Lee
Kim & Tim Lien
Vivian & Clarence Macaspac
Laureen Macugay
Peter & Barbara McBrien
Vanessa McCarthy-Olmstead ’96 

& Rob Olmstead
Stacy & Josh McDonald
James & Catherine McFadden
Ken & Diane Neururer McGuire 

’67

Rev. Liam McSweeney
Rev. Martin J. Moroney
Stephen & Jo Morrison
David & Robbie Murphy
John & Brenda Musilli
John & Janet Newton
Leah A. Newton ’92
Ingrid & Russ Niles
Rick & Linda Norman
Darrell & Mary Norris
John & Sherri Norwood
Sr. Kathleen O’Dwyer, RSM
Rev. Msgr. Brendan O’Sullivan
Deborah & Michael Pansius
Bill & Helen Manfredi Pierson ’74
Victor & Susan Pitton
Joe & Kelly Poggi
Pamela Prentiss
Most Reverend Bishop Francis A. 

Quinn

In memory of Judy Ackerman Ayala ’56
 Mary Van Dillon Keowen ’55

In memory of Della Beltrami
 Kathryn Beltrami ’69 & Martin Pierucci

In honor of Marion Bishop
 John Krochta & Marg Bartosek

In memory of Georgina Radonich Buxton ’47
 Walter Dahl & Sarah Buxton

In honor of Elizabeth Anne Cobb ’95
 Katharine Ashley Cobb

In honor of Ellen Dahl ’13 & Anna Dahl
 Walter Dahl & Sarah Buxton

In memory of Erin Dickman ’08
 Anonymous

In honor of Jennifer M. DuCray-Max ’98
 John M. DuCray

In memory of Roberta (Bobbie) Webdell Frayne 
’55 
 St. Francis High School Class of 1955

In honor of Kay Gaines
 Jana & Jim Cuneo

In memory of Meghan Gumbelevicius
 Karin Gumbelevicius

In memory of Kathy Wright Harvey ’73
 Dan & Debbie Sheehan Cairns ’75
 Larry & Kathi Moore Ridley ’73

In memory of Dr. Ernest H. & Farida M. 
Holland
 Paul & Laila Holland Barker ’79

In honor of Melissa Hubbert ’12
 Buddy & Carolyn Hubbert

In memory of Debbie Koewler
 Nancy Heffernan & Neal Cohen

In memory of Eleanora Kotoski
 The Tharp Family

In honor of Amy ’07 & Kimberly ’13 Lackner
 Bob & Eileen Lackner

In honor of Libby Luoma ’08, University of 
Washington ’12
 Jan & Todd Luoma

In honor of Isabella B. Martínez ’13 & 
Giovanna B. Martínez ’16
  Alberto Martinez & Patricia Bellomartinez

In memory of Phillip Harry Moore
 Larry & Kathi Moore Ridley ’73

In honor of the Nacey, Stegner, Johnston, Moyer 
& Moore Families
 Peggy Moore Willumson ’68

In memory of Eleanor Neumann
 Robert, Dutch & Tallulah Sickels

In memory of Mary O’Connor 
 Bob & Rosemary O’Connor and Family

In memory of Kathleen Rose 
 Kelsi Hooper Perttula ’98

In memory of Stephen C. Sanborn, father of 
Marissa ’15
 William C. & Sharon Sanborn

In memory of Marie E. Schmidt
 Deborah & Michael Pansius

In honor of Selena Victoria Shannon ’14 & 
Chelsea Rose Shannon ’11
 James & Heather Shannon

In memory of Dorothy Silva
 Bob & Rosemary O’Connor and Family

In memory of Lockwood Vogeli 
 Brian & Annamarie Vogeli McSweeney ’81

In memory of Robert A Walker, father of Cindy 
Walker Puppione ’65, Patty Walker Hayes ’68, 
& Judy Walker ’70
 Cindy Walker Puppione ’65

In memory of Jacqueline Kane Wild ’49
 Pat Kane Lane ’51

In memory of Bob Willett
 Jana & Jim Cuneo
 Meg Willett Haesloop ’84

Rich & Georgiann Culverwell 
Raimondi ’72

Kellie & Jeff Randle
RCA Community Fund of the 

Sacramento Region Community 
Foundation

John & Carolyn Reid
Todd & Kathleen Rudd
Jeanne Sapunor ’72 & Ralph Davis
Charles & Ann Schwing
Gail & John Sherman
Nicholas & Loreine Simopoulos
Mark & Christine Skreden
Thomas & Marion Slakey ’48
Greg & Joan Smith
Theresa & Douglas Sparks
Teri & Kevin Stone 
Francis Story
Richard & Angela Strawn

Robert Sullivan
Rev. David Suwalsky, S.J.
Randy & Shannon Terwedo
Stephen & Cheryl Tholcke
Jerry & Sandy Tokunaga
Edward Trafton
Stephen Tyack & Jane Wagner-

Tyack
Evelyn Vargas-Castaneda
Larry & Rita Vicory
Suzanne Vierra
Dee & Chris Vrame
Ed & Teresa Wargo
Victor & Carol Warmerdam
Nicole West ’92
Samuel & Gretchen Wiley
Helen Holmes Willett
John & Georgia Winner

Tribute Gifts

14 



24 24 24
April Dollars Hours

On April 24th donate $24 (or more) to support the 
Scholarship Fund at St. Francis High School. 

Many small gifts… One big impact.

Crowd Funding Day
www.stfrancishs.org/242424

*

*

   Spring 2013 15 



an
nu

al
 r

ep
or

t
Cumulative Giving
Giving is a response to the gifts that God has given each of us. The following represents 
the benefactors of St. Francis High School who have continuously given to the school 
and through their individual cumulative donations* have supported St. Francis at a 
substantial level. We are truly grateful for the generosity of these exceptional supporters. 
Over the years and with their support we have and will continue to educate young 
women who change the world. This report reflects donations through June 30, 2012.

*Donations to the school have been recorded in our data base dating back to 1983. Gifts received prior to that date may not be 
reflected in our Cumulative Giving list. We apologize for any errors or omissions and ask you to please report them to Tracy 
Beckwith, Director of Advancement, at 916.737.5033.

*Deceased

$500,000 or more
John E. & Sandra Geary Cook ’54
Diocese of Sacramento

$250,000 - $499,999
A.G. Kassis Memorial Scholarship Fund
Beth & Jim Carlsen
Tracy Best Demetre ’82 & Mark Demetre
Brian Vail & Maria Reid Vail ’82

$100,000 - $249,999
Marion & Paul Bishop
Mr. & Mrs. Harry C. Elliott III, Harry C. & 

Deborah L. Elliott Family Foundation
Susan & William Parker
Dick & Marge Pashley
Lance & Maria Porter
Dan Reilly & Colleen O’Neil Reilly ’78
Roebbelen Contracting, Inc.
Randy & Shannon Terwedo

$50,000 - $99,999
Dan & Rhea Brunner
Kathleen & Jim Deeringer
Pamela DiTomasso, DDS ’72
Fr. Leo McAllister Scholarship Fund
Sue Garcia
James & Dawn Gately
Intel Foundation
Stephen & Kathleen Mahaney
Pat & Kathy McClain, Hanson McClain
Dick & Joan Nelson
John & Sherri Norwood, Norwood & 

Associates
Raley’s/Bel Air

R. Scott & Jayne Rasmussen
Lawrence J. Bass, Bill Campbell, Frederick 

Harrold, William Hegg, William Pattison, 
and Henry Wirz of the RCA Community 
Fund of the Sacramento Region Community 
Foundation

Charles & Ann Schwing
Susan Butler Siler ’58 & James G. Siler
Thomas & Marion Slakey ’48

$25,000 - $49,999
Mansour & Sonbol Aliabadi
Phil & Julie Angelides
Anonymous
Jed & Jenny Bittner
Christopher & Tina Bobo
Dr. James Boggan & Jennie Boggan
Jim & Jan Coffrini
Rev. Edward F. Collins*
Jana & Jim Cuneo
The William O. Dinelli Family
Bill & Nonda Donovan
Greg & Cynthia Dyer
Frontier Dental Labs
Jay & Andrea Heckenlively
Belinda Beckett & Norman Hile
Dr. Chris Kane & Sue Kane
Dr. John Kassis* & Marion Kassis
Tim & Janine Lewis, Tim Lewis Communities
Kim & Tim Lien
Dr. Tim Mar & Gigi Mar
Craig & Julie McNamara
Ingrid & Russ Niles
Kellie & Jeff Randle
John & Rosemary Ross
Lindsey & Andrew Sackheim

Robert & Nancy Sbisa
James & Suzanne Schraith
Frank & Maryann Schubert
Charles Sickels
Terry & Lori Street
The Donant Foundation
Jerry & Sandy Tokunaga
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program, 

for the Meghan Gumbelevicius Memorial 
Fund, recommended by John & Carol 
Gumbelevicius

Deepal & Betsy Wannakuwatte
Wells Fargo Bank
Williams + Paddon Architects + Planners, Inc.

$15,000 - $24,999
Julie L. Al-Huneidi & Bryon Bayer,  

Bayer Protective Services
Crystal & Jeffrey Anderson
Edmund & Lorna Ang
Larry & Marsha Carson
Dr. Donald Clutter Family
Ada Anne Panattoni Daugherty ’47
Andy & Patty Estopinal
James & Tracy Beckwith, Five Star Bank
John Hartmann
Kyle & Joanne Bertolucci Kelley
Dr. Mohamed Khan
Betsy Kimball
L and D Landfill
Edward & Jennifer Lee
Marcus & Trish Lo Duca
Stephen & Jo Morrison
James & Jennifer Murrin
Michael & Jennifer O’Brien
Brendan & Laura O’Neill
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Rev. Edward P. Pepka
Diane Plumlee & Michael van den Akker
Thomas & Maribeth Prendergast,  

DAK Landscaping and Custom Design
Dr. Garrett & Linda Ryle
Robert & Mercedes Bidwell Slakey ’49
Jack & Diane Stewart
Emil & Rosamaria Tanghetti
Tony & Elleene Tessier
Greg & Teresa Aguilera, Volvo Rents
Wells Fargo Educational Matching Gift Program
Tom & Phyllis Wootton

$10,000 - $15,000
ACE Clearwater Enterprises
Louise Agos
Anonymous
Anonymous
David Artale & Michelle James
Matt Bartkiewicz
Wilson & Elizabeth Bean
Kathryn Beltrami ’69 & Martin Pierucci
Shelby Best*
William & Monica Beyer
Rick Brown & Margo Reid Brown ’81
Susan & Rodney Campbell
Chip In Fore Charity
Steve & Susan Cippa
Larry & JoAnn Clark
Julia & Neil Clark
Thomas & Carol Oettle Colby ’55
J. Russell Cunningham
Sarah Buxton & Walter Dahl
George, Christine, Mary Ann & Angelique 

Dakkak
Mike & Lia deBettencourt
Dennis & Mary Geary Ellingson ’67
Dr. David Evans & Kay Evans

Danae & Greg Evrigenis
George & Denise Farnsworth
Finegan Family Foundation
Rena L. DeNigris Fischer ’95
Leonor & Basil Fox, Jr.
Ben Frank
Kay Gaines
GenCorp Foundation Inc./Aerojet
Shawn & Julie Bennett
Wayne & Linda Gross
Dr. Ann Haas & Dr. Paul Davis,  

Sutter Downtown Dermatology for Robotics
Haggin Oaks Business Women’s Golf Club
Russell & Janet Hayes
Aida & Richard Horan
J. Mark Jackson
Matthew & Leslie Jaime ’81
Kenneth & Kathy Jorgensen
James Joyce Family
Msgr. James Kidder
Steven & Lori Kimball
Charles Kollerer
Sotiris & Matina Kolokotronis
Chris & Lisa Ksidakis
Russ & Jeannine Kuhn
Lammerding Sisters
Bill & Laura Leszinske
Elizabeth Madrid
David & Gloria Magorien
Robin & Debbie Martial
James & Catherine McFadden
Ken & Cassandra Mennemeier,  

Mennemeier, Glassman & Stroud LLP
Tim & Erin O’Neil Mickiewicz ’74
George & Wendy Miller
Nancy Miller-Thompson
Rich & Karen Moorhouse
Nugget Market, Inc.

Ted & Susan Romanello Olson ’67
Nancy Pape
Susan & Ulrich Pelz
Julie Quinn ’86
W. Kent & Holly Ramos
Janet Koewler Reilly ’82
Manuel & Elizabeth Romero
Todd & Kathleen Rudd
Peter Scheid
Loretta & Stephen M. Sellers, Sr.
Dr. Susan Sompayrac
Jay Stewart
Robert & Debbie Stoddard
Kevin & Teri Stone
Thomas P. Winn Foundation
Robin & Stephen Tipton
Jim & Ann Tracy
Peter Turner
Maury & Josie VanSacker
Greg & Michele Vaughn
Richard Weldon
Dr. Ted Wun & Dr. Joni Borbón
Mark & Trish Ziegler
Denis & Dona Zilaff

In-Kind Gifts
Admail West, Inc.
Cali Color, Patrick O’Kane
Carmichael Honda
Chase Electrical Engineering
Mark Coverdale, Coverdale Photography
Chris Holben, Runyon Saltzman & Einhorn, Inc.
IBM
Tariq & Sowaiba Munir,  

Munir’s Company of IHOPs
Sacramento Coca Cola Bottling Co., Inc.
Jim Simas, R & R Construction
Smarter Kids Foundation
 

Planned Giving
David & Linda Coward
William Hegg
Kathleen Peterson and Family &  

Jackie Ward and Family
Nicholas & Loreine Simopoulos

Our faculty and staff are fully dedicated to 
the development of our young women and the 

mission of the school. 78% percent of the faculty 
hold advanced degrees and/or credentials.
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St. Francis High School

2011-2012 In Review
Background
St. Francis High School, established in 1940, is a college 
preparatory school dedicated to serving young women. This 
Diocesan school with enrollment at June 30, 2012 of 1,091 
and at June 30, 2011 of 1,130 is located in the heart of East 
Sacramento serving students primarily from Sacramento, Placer, 
El Dorado and Yolo counties. These percentages have remained 
relatively constant since last year, with only a small increase in 
students from El Dorado County and an offsetting decrease in 
students from Yolo County.

Governance
SFHS is owned and governed by the Most Reverend Jaime 
Soto, Bishop of the Diocese of Sacramento and operates on 
the President/Principal model. The roles of the President 
and Principal are separated by function and purpose with 
the President serving as Chief Executive Officer with special 
focus on business, development/advancement, and capital 
improvements. The Principal oversees academic and co-
curricular programs. Both are focused on our Catholic mission. 
A School Board was formed in 2000 and currently operates in an 
advisory capacity. The Board accomplishes its work through its 
various committees, addressing the following operational areas:

• Finance
• Development/Advancement
• Marketing
• Mission Effectiveness
• Parent/Community Partnership

WASC & WCEA 
Accreditation
St. Francis High School is jointly accredited by the Western 
Catholic Educational Association (WCEA) and the Western 
Association for Schools and Colleges (WASC). This 
accreditation provides SFHS community and the general public 
with confirmation by an outside authority that our school 
is credible and delivers a quality educational program that 
prepares students for college. In 2012, the School was awarded 
the highest possible term of accreditation, six years. For further 
information please see www.wasc.org or www.westwcea.org.

Description of Basic 
Financial Statements
Individual program accounting is maintained in-house in 
accordance with relevant Generally Accepted Accounting 
Principles (GAAP) as promulgated by the Financial Accounting 
Standards Board (FASB). Below are exhibits of sources and uses 
of funds for the 2011-2012 year. 
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Investments
Performance – The School’s endowment accounts are deposited 
with the Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of Sacramento, Inc. 
These funds are managed by the foundation’s investment committee 
with the assistance of independent investment consultants. The 
annual return for the school’s endowment account was 2.5% for the 
year ended June 30, 2012, as compared to 17.5% for the year ended 
June 30, 2011. The results for the year ended June 30, 2012, are 
reflective of fluctuating market conditions primarily during the first 
and last quarters of the fiscal year.

Distribution – In 2003 the School Board adopted a formal 
spending policy for endowment funds which calls for 6.5% of the 
endowed scholarship account to be distributed each year to help 
offset the cost of financial aid. 
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St. Francis High School continues to implement its long range 
plan of improving its capital assets to provide the optimal learning 
environment for students.

Capital additions were approximately $851,000 during the 2011-
2012 school year and $212,000 during the 2010-2011 school year. 
During the 2011-2012 school year, the largest capital addition was 
a solar panel system. The system incorporated 1,316 panels on 
the rooftops of seven buildings. It is estimated to generate 30% of 
SFHS’s current electricity needs and has a projected cost savings 
of more than $1,000,000 over the next 25 years. Realized savings 
for 2011-2012 included a federal grant of over $380,000. Also 
of importance are the educational opportunities for the students 
of SFHS, advancing the Catholic teachings which emphasize the 
importance of caring for God’s creations, including the environment, 
and further enhancing the leadership role of the Church, the Diocese 
and the school in the community. Additional capital improvements 
included re-roofing the St. Clare building, the cafeteria and some 
breezeways for the solar installation.

Capital additions for the prior year consisted of ceiling mounted 
projectors and sound system in all classrooms. Additional 
improvements included the scheduled replacement of obsolete 
computers and printers, classroom furniture and improvements to 
the new garden area located behind the chapel.

Debt – SFHS obtained a ten-year note in May 2004 from Allied 
Irish Bank for $10,750,000 in order to build portions of the Phase 
II plan during Phase I construction. The additional structures 
included the gymnasium, staff workroom and administration 
building. The monthly payments are $76,954 which cover both 
principal and interest with a balloon payment of $7,415,414 on 
May 1, 2014. The fixed interest rate is 5.99%. At the end of the ten 
year term, the note may be renewed. In an effort to retire the debt at 
the end of the ten year term, an annual transfer of $750,000 is made 
from operations to a sinking fund at year-end. As of June 30, 2012, 
the balance in the sinking fund is $3,932,088.

The School entered into a lease agreement in November 2011 with 
Belvedere Equipment Finance for $859,478 for the installation 
of solar panels. The monthly payments of $9,762 are through 
June 2012 and covers both principal and interest, and subsequent 
monthly payments vary each year. The interest rate is 6.49% and 
the final payment is due April 1, 2019 at which time the School can 
purchase the equipment outright or complete the lease/purchase in 
12 months with monthly payments of $43,363.

Also in November 2011, SFHS entered into a lease agreement with 
CalFirst National Bank for $132,901 for the re-roofing project. The 
monthly payments of $3,975 are through March 1, 2015 and cover 
both principal and interest, and the interest rate is 4.70%.
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Enrollment
St. Francis High School continues to attract a robust pool of 
applicants to meet or exceed the enrollment projections in the 
school’s financial plan. While maintaining its college preparatory 
mission, SFHS reaches out to all students who have the desire 
for a rigorous academic and spiritual experience regardless 
of ability to pay. The incoming freshman class enrollment is 
consistent with past years. The peak enrollment during the 
2009-2011 school years reflects the transfer students from 
Loretto High School. The graph below depicts both the 
historical and projected enrollment.

Financial Aid & 
Scholarships
Financial Aid grants have increased at a higher rate than the 
increases in tuition and fees since 2003. The average annual 
increase in financial aid from June 30, 2003 through June 30, 
2012 was 19% compared to the 6.6% increase for tuition and 
fees. It should be noted that these dollars only represent what 
is granted in tuition assistance, not the demonstrated need. It 
also does not reflect support in areas such as retreat assistance, 
uniforms and books and other fee waivers, which are covered 
through the anonymous generosity of the SFHS community.

Strategic Planning 
Building on the accreditation process, whose primary focus is on 
student learning, SFHS is developing a formal strategic plan to 
focus on long-term institutional goals. In 2011-2012, the former 
President and the School Board began the process of writing a 
new plan to address current needs and future goals of the school. 

Technology 
The School is actively engaged in creating a technically advanced 
learning environment that supports the needs of our students. 
The school has continued to update all classrooms and 
meeting rooms with projectors and sound, and has successfully 
implemented Haiku, a web-based learning management system. 
As a Google Apps for Education school, the School continues to 
utilize cloud-based email, docs, and school-wide calendars. New 
features include cloud-based storage and drop-box. Assisted 
by “Hands Up for Troubies” (fund-an-item) at Revelry 2011, 
an iPad mobile lab was introduced to pilot this technology for 
future use on the campus. Additionally, iPads were provided for 
every teacher in preparation for integration into the learning 
environment, access to greater use of e-books, and development 
and accessibility of primary sources. Campus-wide enhancements 
included broader wireless classroom coverage, and security 
cameras placed at all door and gate entrances. St. Francis has 
committed to providing one-to-one iPad technology for every 
student commencing with the 2013-2014 academic school year. 
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Stewardship
Our major annual fund appeal, Stewardship for St. Francis High 
School, contributes substantially to the school’s financial health. 
Because St. Francis High School does not charge full cost tuition, 
it is imperative that the difference is made up between the total 
cost of education and the tuition paid by families. In recent years, a 
predominantly digital campaign was utilized. Beginning with this 
current year, an active engagement of all families has commenced 
with the year-end appeal season. 

Fund Development Events
Fund development events are critical components of revenue for 
St. Francis High School. The School has developed annual events 
that help cultivate the many constituencies - alumnae, parents, past 
parents, grandparents, future parents, students and community 
supporters - that assist financially to advance the mission of SFHS.

Revelry Gala & Auction is the major school-wide fund 
development event and has continued to be supported by the 
community. Revenue has increased significantly in the last few years 
as the event continues to draw from a variety of our constituencies. 
The specific “Hands Up for Troubies” portion of the event has 
allowed for pilot testing of iPad technology on campus. 

A comprehensive fund development plan clearly is the most 
important and effective way to provide for long-term sustainability 
of the school. The plan would necessarily build on community 
support from alumnae, parents of alumnae, current parents, and 
other groups. Other activities that have contributed to the support 
of campus life include events sponsored by the Parents Guild, 
Boosters Club, Patrons of the Arts and St. Francis Filipino Families 
& Friends auxiliary organizations. The proceeds from all these 
events go directly to the school.

Challenges & 
Opportunities
Transitions – In the 2011-2012 school year, President Marion 
Bishop announced her retirement effective June 30, 2012. 
Under the guidance and leadership of Bishop Jaime Soto, the 
Diocese of Sacramento initiated an all-inclusive process to begin 
the search for the new president. Various constituents of the 
community were invited to participate in listening sessions and 
interviews. The role and expectations of potential candidates 
were reviewed and subsequently a search committee was formed. 
After conducting a national search and a series of interviews, the 
committee recommended a candidate who the Bishop appointed 
in January 2012. 

As the new academic year commenced, the tenure of a new President 
and Director of Finance did as well. In the process, a thorough 
review of all policies and practices has been underway. The challenge 
remains in the collection of historical practice, current policy 
guidelines, and focusing on the single highest priority - achieve our 
mission of educating women with the values of our four pillars. 

National Guard – In July 2011, St. Francis High School and the 
State of California Military Department executed a Memorandum 
of Understanding, formalizing the intention of the National 
Guard to transfer the title to the 58th Street Armory property 
to the Diocese of Sacramento no later than December 31, 2013. 
There are ongoing discussions with the National Guard and the 
Diocese regarding the acquisition and future use of the property. An 
assessment of the current campus needs and capital improvements 
is also underway. 

Mission Effectiveness/Catholic Identity – The mission of St. 
Francis is to prepare each student to “develop her gifts and talents 
to become a model of Pax et Bonum (Peace and Goodness) through 
leadership and service.” The school integrates the Catholic Church’s 
seven Catholic Social Teachings (Life and Dignity of the Human 
Person, Call to Family, Community, and Participation, Rights and 
Responsibilities, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, the Dignity 
of Work and the Rights of Workers, Solidarity, and Care for God’s 
Creation) in a four-year cycle and integrates the teaching into 
curriculum and other student activities. Annually, Campus Ministry 
formulates a school year theme that captures the teachings, giving 
the students the opportunity to think, analyze, and reflect upon its 
principles. Our 2012-2013 theme is “See, Do, Be like Christ.” 

Future Outlook
School leadership is committed to graduating young women in 
the four pillars, which are the foundation of the education at St. 
Francis – faith, excellence, leadership, and service. We recognize 
that parents have many educational choices and with the escalating 
costs of private Catholic education, are working to ensure that our 
graduates demonstrate the value of a St. Francis education and that 
prospective parents will see no better alternative than to send their 
daughters to St. Francis High School.

Margo Reid Brown
President

Tara Leung
Director of Finance & Business Operations

   Spring 2013 21 



Kathy Carlisle:  
Inspiring Artist & Beloved Teacher
By Susan Laird
Reprinted with permission of Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Continued on next page

With 2,000 handmade origami cranes, tributes of art and testimony 
and the powerful sounds of Taiko drums, hundreds of mourners from the 
St. Francis High School and Sacramento arts communities celebrated the 
life of the late Kathryn M. Carlisle on Saturday, December 15. A memorial 
service for students and faculty was also held on Monday, December 10.

Known to her friends as Kathy, she was a much-beloved teacher at St. 
Francis. She died while taking photographs on the railroad tracks across 
the street from the high school on December 8. Carlisle was taking images 
of an oncoming train, when she was struck from behind by a second train. 
She was 52.

It is possible Carlisle was taking the photos for an upcoming project 
on the Holocaust. She was in discussions just days before with Holocaust 
survivors about the trains that took Jews and other “undesirables” to the 
death camps. Carlisle was passionate about using art to promote issues of 
social justice.

Every year since her arrival at St. Francis in 2008, she taught a unit 
on the Shoah — the Holocaust. She was deeply committed to the Central 
Valley Holocaust Education Network. Her students interviewed survivors 
of that horror, then created works that embodied the lives of those people 
in a contemporary way, speaking to today’s generations.

The exhibits won many awards, including a scholarship for Carlisle to 
study the Holocaust at the 2012 Memorial Library Summer Seminar on 
Holocaust Education.

Carlisle grew up in Detroit during the 1960s. As a young girl, she saw 
tanks going down the streets of her city. As an adult, she dedicated her life 
– and her gifts in the arts and in teaching – to shining light on the darkest 
things in life. She wanted to use her artistic gifts, especially, to bring issues 
of justice to the forefront.
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As a teenager, she would spend afternoons at the Detroit 
Institute of Art, studying artists. At age 16, she was accepted into a 
summer art program at the prestigious Parsons School of Design 
in New York City. She was educated at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago before earning a B.A. in Arts Education and 
later an M.A. in Drawing and Ceramic Sculpture from CSUS.

Carlisle began teaching at Sacramento High School as an 
artist in residence, where she developed a cross-cultural art cur-
riculum. Through a grant from the Neighborhood Arts Program 
of SMAC, she also worked with pediatric oncology patients 
from the UC Davis Medical Center.

Carlisle also had a great love of Japanese drumming and cul-
ture, and was an original member of the Sacramento Taiko Dan. 
Founding members of Taiko Dan re-assembled to perform at her 
Celebration of Life service.

Carlisle was known for her huge heart, eclectic style, and 
sharp sense of humor. She was passionate about gatherings with 
family and friends, and empowering students to learn through art.

This passion for life was shared and returned by her many 
friends and family – and especially by the students, staff and 
faculty at St. Francis High School. In the wake of her passing, 
the school did something remarkable: all final exams for the se-
mester were cancelled. Instead, the school community members 
gathered to console one another. Students created works of art in 
Carlisle’s memory, using her favorite colors: pink and orange.

At the Celebration of Life, Kendall Spector, a junior at 
St. Francis and teacher’s assistant to Carlisle relayed a message 
from her to family and friends: “Mrs. Carlisle always told us, 
‘I can hardly wait for each of you girls to graduate, so I can see 
the amazing things you will do in the world. Each of you is full 
of color, and the world needs you. Because the world is gray, it 
needs the color you will bring to it.’”

Margo Reid Brown, president, St. Francis High School, said 
Carlisle was a “unique, colorful and passionate part” of each of 
their lives.

“Forever, we will be grateful for her presence in our lives. As 
a community of faith, we know Kathy was our gift…We trust 
in the Lord to lift our sister Kathy to everlasting life with Him,” 
Reid Brown said.

Carlisle is survived by her husband Steven Jarvis, her chil-
dren Will, Bianca, and Violet, who is a freshman at St. Francis; 
and her mother, Sandy Carlisle of Brighton, Michigan.

A scholarship fund has been established. The Kathy Carlisle 
Scholarship will be awarded annually to a current student at St. 
Francis High School who demonstrates a passion and com-
mitment to the arts that were so much a part of Carlisle’s life. 
Donations can be made via the St. Francis High School website 
at www.stfrancishs.org/carlisle. v

  

Carlisle was known for her huge 
heart, eclectic style, and sharp 
sense of humor. She was passionate 
about gatherings with family and 
friends, and empowering students 
to learn through art.
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In fall 2008 the theater department was in high gear prepar-
ing for the dramatic production of Arthur Miller’s Playing for 
Time, a play based on the Fania Fénelon’s experience as a female 
prisoner in the Auschwitz concentration camp. What I now 
accept as “standard procedure” astounded me as the newest mem-
ber of the fine arts faculty at St. Francis High School. Rigorous 
collaborative learning that challenged students to engage deeply 
was an accepted standard at St. Francis. Our painting students 
immersed themselves in Holocaust survivor testimony and 
historical research as a basis for their paintings. Liz Igra, founder 
and President of the Central Valley Holocaust Educator’s 
Network invited our students to exhibit their artwork at the 
Yom Ha Shoah Memorial at Congregation B’nai Israel, marking 
the beginning of an annual collaboration that continues today. 

I have participated in bi-annual Holocaust Educator train-
ing and shared arts curricula and the work of my students at 
‘CVHEN’ workshop since 2008. Recommended by CVHEN 
Director of Education, Tosha Tillotson, I applied for and 
received a 2012 fellowship to attend the Summer Seminar on 
Holocaust Education at The Memorial Library in Manhattan 
based on my commitment to teaching the Holocaust and its rel-
evance to racism and genocide today through art. The Memorial 
Library, established by Auschwitz survivor Olga Lengyel, works 
closely with the National Writing Project, The Anti Defamation 
League, and, The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
Twenty-four diverse educators from the United States and 
Belgium were invited to attend an immersive two-week program 
of study led by Dr. Sondra Perl and Dr. Jennifer Lemberg. 

This article was submitted to Pax et Bonum magazine 
in fall 2012 by Kathy Carlisle. Her words express the 
passion she had for her work, her students, and St. 
Francis High School. We share them in  tribute to 
our beloved teacher and friend.

Indelible Lessons Through Art     By Kathy Carlisle

We were provided with housing at Columbia University 
and engaged daily in the individual and collaborative writing, 
dialogue, and inquiry exercises that we will be integrating into 
our classrooms. Guest artists, writers, Holocaust survivors, 
and historians connected our investigation of the Holocaust 
to contemporary issues of genocide and racism. Our studies 
took us out of the classroom to the Jewish Heritage Museum 
for personal reflection and workshops with historians, to the 
permanent collections and an exhibit of contemporary American 
painter Kehinde Wiley’s new series The World Stage: Israel at 
The Jewish Museum of New York, and a moving traditional 
Shabbat service at a Jewish Temple. The most remarkable ele-
ment of the program was the intentional emphasis on building 
community with our peers. Sharing our writing, hands on learn-
ing, our daily meals, [including an elegant Shabbat dinner], and 
the rich culture of New York City broadened our learning from 
the personal to the multi-faceted collective. 

As a required extension of the fellowship, participants are 
asked to transform their experience into a workshop in their 
region. I will be creating a regional in-service for history, English 

Continued on next page
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language arts, and religion teachers showing how to integrate mixed media arts 
projects into their existing Holocaust lessons.  My goal is to create, with the help of 
Tosha Tillotson, a satellite seminar for the Memorial Library serving teachers in the 
greater Sacramento area in 2014.

The Holocaust teaches us indelible lessons about racism that are highly relevant 
today. Students resonate strongly with core moral choices and social justice lessons 
that the tragedy of the Holocaust teaches us. Linking art to social justice issues 
allows students to reciprocally connect their studies in language, history, and ethics 
to their work in visual media. Tosha Tillotson acknowledges, “… art allows students 
a safe, individual and reflective entry point for learning about the Holocaust. It is a 
way for students to connect to something that not many of us can begin to under-
stand and it is through this complexity that art gives voice to students’ thoughts.” 

Howard Oransky, Director of the Katherine E. Nash Gallery at the University 
of Minnesota, who viewed the St. Francis High School photography project The 
Holocaust: Illuminated Memory on the students’ blog, recognized the power of 
their work. He has offered to exhibit the students’ project at The Quarter Gallery, 
Regis Center for the Arts at the University of Minnesota in April 2013 as part of a 
Holocaust Memorial Exhibition. Read more about the project including the artists’ 
statements about their work at:  holocaustphotography.wordpress.com.

A vital creative atmosphere continues to flourish at St. Francis. Our Digital 
Photography program has expanded the artistic palette of our students to include 
finely crafted and conceptually strong digital images. Students build portfolio mov-
ies and individual websites to showcase and share their personal and collaborative 
works. SF STARS [St. Francis Serving Through Arts], a student run arts service 
club, initiated a partnership with Hines Corporation featuring rotating exhibits 
of their photography at the Wells Fargo Building on the Capitol Mall. They have 
piloted a Holocaust art service project at St. Patrick’s Succeed Academy and plan to 
produce additional projects throughout the community this year. 

I am honored to work with such passionate students in an exceptionally vibrant 
visual arts program. I value the support of my department Chairperson, Adan 
Romo, and the St. Francis Administration who encourage the continued education 
of its faculty. v
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News
Sarah Warady ’14 
Selected to the All 
State Honor Band
Sara Warady ’14 has been se-
lected to the All State Honor 
Band. Orchestra Director Horatio 
Edens describes Sara’s clarinet 
playing as “refined and mature.” 
The California Band Directors 
Association, a professional organi-
zation for school band instructors 
throughout the State from all levels 
of public, private, and collegiate 
educational institutions, hosts the 
California All-State Honor Bands. 
Once a year auditions are held and 
students are selected from all parts 
of the state to put together some 
of the finest high school and junior 
high honor bands in the nation. 

Winterfest
Digital Photography 2 students developed an exciting col-
laboration with the Dance department to create thematic 
works with dancers for the Winterfest Dance Concert. 
Winterfest, held on January 24-26, 2013 explored the 
Elements or founding principles behind science, art, music, 
literature and nature. The show used a wide range of styles 
depicting the emotional, physical, and intellectual meaning 
behind the various Elements. Along with the St. Francis 
Dance Company and St. Francis Apprentice Companies, fea-
tured guest performers included the St. Francis show choir 
and the Sacramento Taiko Dan youth company. 

SF Players
On February 1-3, 2013, the 36 members of the 2013 St. 
Francis SF Players participated in the Lenaea High School 
Theatre Festival at the beautiful Three Stages Performance 
Center on the campus of Folsom Lake College. For three 
full days the SF Players watched shows, attended workshops 
and performed for judges, classmates and their theatre peers 
from other schools. Over 50 high schools and 1,000 theatre 
students attended the festival culminating in an awards rec-
ognition ceremony Sunday night. The SF Players earned the 
following awards:

Katie Collopy ’14: Respondents Award ( judges choice for 
excellence), Monologue

Leah Horner ’13 and Kit Taylor ’14: Original Script for 
Scenes, for “Target”

Tori Johnson ’15 and Julia Eggert ’15: Outstanding acting 
in a One Act Play

SF Players A Block: Gold (first place Stage Two), One Act 
(“Darcy’s Cinematic Life”)

The Arts

1-3. Winterfest 4. Fall Musical: 
“Into the Woods” 5-7. Mrs. 
Watson and the SF Players 8-9. 
Christmas Concert
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Meagan Bennett
Lacrosse, NLI
St. Mary’s College of California

Lauren Bryan
Lacrosse, NLI
Fresno State University

Alexey Chandler
Water Polo, invitation to play
Wagner College

Kaitlyn Cozens
Water Polo, NLI
University of Michigan

Marisa Kolokotronis
Water Polo; invitation to play
Brown University

Hannah Liserra
Volleyball, NLI
Seattle University

Bailey O’Mara
Softball, NLI
University of the Pacific

Gabriella Palmeri
Volleyball, NLI
Pepperdine University

Maile Seto
Crew, NLI
The University of Tulsa

Dana Vestman
Volleyball, NLI
Montana State University

Allie Wegener
Volleyball, invitation to play
University of California at Davis

News

National Letters of Intent
In September, Trevor Horn wrote (Sacramento Bee 9/13/12) “Everything adds up for a big season for St. Francis High 
School’s volleyball team… the roster is stacked with future collegiate players.” The players lived up to pre-season expectations 
as the St. Francis High School volleyball team reached the State semifinals. Four members of the volleyball team were joined 
by seven additional student athletes at a signing event for National Letters of Intent or commitments to play collegiate sports 
on Wednesday, November 14, 2012.

Bailey Jones ’15, a competitive rock climber, trains with 
Pipeworks Gym four to seven hours per week, throughout the 
year. Rock climbing is a year-round sport with ‘bouldering’ com-
petitions in the fall and ‘top rope’ competitions in the spring. 

Ali Vogelsang ’13 is a fourth year rower with the 
Upper Natoma Rowing Club. Last summer she rowed in the 
Lightweight 4 which placed second at Nationals in Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. A demanding sport, crew practices five to six days 
a week for nine months of the year. Ali and her team are out-
doors no matter the weather conditions - 100 plus degrees 
or pouring rain. She discovered crew because her two older 
sisters also did crew, and Ali looks forward to rowing for four 
more years in college.

For eleven years, Madeline Orlando ’14 has been 
riding horses. Her horse, Agility, is kept in Wilton, and while 
Madeline finds competition at a high level exciting, what 
brings her back time and time again is the amazing relation-
ships she has with the animals. She finds horseback riding 
to be a partnership sport, as the bond between the rider and 
the horse can ultimately determine one’s fate in the sport. 
Conditioning and practice are not only important for the rid-
er, but also for the horse. Like all athletes, the horses must be 
in tip-top shape to compete at their best. After competing on 
the Northern California circuit for years, Madeline is remind-
ed that this sport is more than just competing for ribbons and 
various prizes, it’s about a friendship and a love that is greater 
than anything she could ever win. 

Maile Seto ’13 has been rowing for nearly four years 
with Capital Crew in Gold River (Lake Natomas). At Youth 
Nationals, her Lightweight Four boat placed fourth in the na-
tion. The following fall, the Four Boat placed first at Head of 
the American. In 2012 at Youth Nationals, Seto’s Lightweight 
Eight placed second in the nation. Now in her senior year, 
Seto’s Capital Crew Lightweight Eight placed first at Head 
of the American and the Newport Autumn Rowing Festival. 
This Troubie has a bright rowing future!

A coxswain with Capital Crew since her sophomore year at St. 
Francis High School, Mimi Dowdell ’13 coxswains for 
the Varsity Men’s team. She commands the Varsity 4, Light 8, 
and/or Junior Varsity 8 boats and has raced at the Newport 
Autumn Festival in Newport Beach, the Head of the American 
in Natomas, the Head of the Port in West Sacramento, and 
the British Colombia Championships in Victoria, Canada. 
Coxing a men’s team has taught Dowdell to be a leader, and 
to balance school and an off site sport. She is not intimidated 
when working with older boys, and has developed the tools 
to be an assertive coxswain with rowing intelligence and the 
tenacity to win. Dowdell conveyed: “Taking command of boys 
was challenging at first, but earning their respect was essential 
to our success. I am a confident coxswain, which is crucial for 
being on a men’s team.”

Sporting Troubies

Bailey Jones ’15, Madeline Orlando ’14, 
Mimi Dowdell ’13
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News
Annual Food Drive
In October 2012, Sacramento 
Emergency Foodlink and the Elk 
Grove Food Bank were the ben-
eficiaries of the annual St. Francis 
food drive. Students collected 
131,216 cans and packages of 
nonperishable food items, break-
ing last year’s food drive record by 
30,000 items. 

Donated food included 1,008 
ounces of baby formula, 17,328 
cans of food from Raley’s, 9,952 
cans of fruits and vegetables, and an 
amazing 77,000 boxes of Mac and 
Cheese (courtesy of John Foraker, 
CEO of Annie’s, Inc. and father of 
Mary Kate ’13) 

Mary Meagher ’99, Sacramento 
Emergency Food Link Director of 
Public Relations and Development, 
joined the St. Francis student body 
for the prayer service celebrating 
the kick off of Spirit Week and the 
end of the food drive. She reported 
the drive garnered 86,178 pounds 
of food. Sacramento Emergency 
Foodlink serves over 150 agencies 
and food closets throughout the 
Sacramento community.

West Coast  
Walk for Life
On Jan. 26th, Troubies and SF 
teachers showed up in force for the 
West Coast Walk for Life in SF.  
www.walkforlifewc.com

Christian Service Program
Between June 1, 2011 and June 1, 2012 St. Francis students per-
formed 30,062 hours of service, a school record. The St. Francis 
Christian Service Program strives to make service more than just a 
requirement, but rather a means of building friendship and fellow-
ship both on and off campus. We are blessed with truly generous 
and talented young women. In addition to the total number of hours 
served, the number of average hours per students also rose.

St. John the Baptist Parish & School 370.5 hours

Hands for Hope: Youth Making a Difference 372.25 hours

St. John the Evangelist Parish & School 395.5 hours

Holy Trinity Parish & School 405.25 hours

St. Mary Parish & School 417.25 hours

Crisis Nursery 444 hours

Therapeutic Recreation Services (TRS) 473.25 hours

Higher Learning Academy 494.25 hours

St. Patrick SUCCEED Academy 516.25 hours

Bayside Covenant Church 580.25 hours

Camp ReCreation 788.25 hours

Eskaton (all locations) 904.5 hours

St. John’s Shelter 2,295.25 hours

Top Agencies Served Last Year by  
St. Francis Students

Emma Rosas ’13, a Christian Service Leader, 
at Camp ReCreation.

Taylor Kandris ’13 organized a team for the 
Making Strides Walk Sacramento in October 
2012. Her team, “Crowns for a Cure” an orga-
nization she started when she was 13 to benefit 
breast cancer research and awareness, was hon-
ored to become a Blue Ribbon Pacesetter team 
raising over $2,100 for 
the American Cancer 
Society. She has orga-
nized and hosted sev-
eral major fundraising 
events over the past 
four years and has 
raised over $10,000 for 
breast cancer.

“As a tutor at Adult Education, I help students read, write, and practice speaking 
English. One time, however, I was assigned to teach a class. Little did I know that 
I was the student that day, the one learning a valuable lesson. I read the direc-
tions for the class activity aloud: “What is your job?” Such a simple question, but 
many did not have an answer. So, I told them to write down their dream job. 
As the students shared their dreams with me that day, I realized how fortunate 
I was to be surrounded by them. People who must have been taken for granted 
so many times in their lives, yet they were still there trying to better themselves. 
And, they were happy. These students taught me about determination, effort, 
and humility through the simple example of their lives. But most importantly, 
they showed me the true meaning of passion, and helped me identify my own. 
They encouraged me to find what I want to be in life. If asked a few years ago, 
I would have said that my sole goal in life was to be successful. But ask me the 
question now, after my experience at Adult Education. What do I want to be in 
life? I want to be happy.”

- Vida Sandoval ’13
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Laughter and Tears
By Kendall Cecchettini ’15

What was like having a Japanese 
exchange student? Well, it was a 
week and a half of tears, laughs, 
and struggling to find words that 
our exchange student Kyoko un-
derstood. It was hard to make my 
parents agree to host an exchange 
student, but I kept asking until 
they said yes. I’d always wanted 
to be a host sister since I had my 
experience as an exchange student 
in Australia last summer. On the 
day Kyoko arrived, we got off to 
a great start with introductions, 
many hugs and hilarious, failed at-
tempts to communicate. Later that 
night, we managed to find a few 
online translators, which helped 
so much! Dinner was the best part, 
though. My mom saw some geese 
flying by the window and proceeded 
to point at them and shout,“Geese! 
Honk! Honk!” while she flapped 
her arms. She was trying to teach 
Kyoko some new words, but all it 
really accomplished was making 
everyone laugh! 

See more of Kendall’s descrip-
tion of life as a host sister at  
www.stfrancishs.org/hostsister.

Nakamura Gakuen 
Visits SF
In March 2013, thirty students 
from our sister school, Nakamura 
Gakuen Girls’ High School in 
Fukuoka, Japan, visited our cam-
pus and stayed in the homes of 
our families. In addition to daily 
language classes and visiting oc-
casional classrooms with their 
host sisters, activities for the group 
included tours of the Cathedral 
of the Blessed Sacrament, the 
State Capitol Building, the Jelly 
Belly Factory, and the Railroad 
Museum; excursions  to  the 
Zoo, Fairytale Town, and Old 
Sacramento; and scrapbooking 
sessions to help the visiting stu-
dents chronicle their adventures. 
A day exploring San Francisco 
capped off their ten day trip before 
boarding their flight home.

News
Summer Service Trips
Troubies in the Bronx
By Margot Wagner ’13

This past summer I was lucky enough to be a part of St. 
Francis’ first service trip to the Bronx. Eleven other students 
and I accompanied Mr. Foley and Mrs. Sandoval for a week of 
fun, adventure and, most importantly, service. 

We spent two days working at a soup kitchen called Part 
Of The Solution. We worked side by side with the staff mem-
bers, serving a sit-down meal to around 300 people on both 
days --but we did a lot more than just feed people. We learned 
about the different types of hunger: “the hunger for a shower, 
the hunger for respect, the hunger to relax.” P.O.T.S. worked 
to satisfy all kinds of hunger, and so did we. With a new out-
look on hunger, we served all the meals with “sides” of respect, 
conversation, and compassion. 

Read more about the St. Francis High School Service Trip to 
New York at www.stfrancishs.org/reflections.

San Diego Summer Service
By Ellen Dahl ’13

I was privileged to participate in St. Francis’ San Diego 
service trip during the summer of 2012. Along with the rest of 
the St. Francis team, I served the people of San Diego for five 
days in the neighborhoods Barrio Logan and Logan Heights. 
Our service trip was organized by Young Neighbors in Action, 
a national organization that brings teens together to help a vari-
ety of neighborhoods, including the San Diego neighborhoods.

Initially, in the Barrio neighborhood, the St. Francis team 
cleaned the streets and alleys, weeding and raking and remov-
ing debris. We learned from the leaders and founders of the 
Barrio Station, an amazing youth center, that cleaning streets 
helps reduce crime and may ignite others to begin cleaning 
up their own yards and homes. True to their word, shortly 
thereafter we witnessed an elderly woman walk out of her 
home and begin sweeping her porch. In addition, two Armed 
Services veterans approached us to express gratitude for our 
hard work. The weeding that we provided helps keep the al-
leys weed free for about two years. 

Later during our week, we enjoyed the opportunity to 
work at Our Lady of Angels preschool and school. The St. 
Francis team painted the preschool and emptied the base-
ment. We also cleaned the school and organized the library. 
This work, while hard, was fun. As students and teachers from 
the school were present, we were able to witness smiles of the 
people who are benefiting from our efforts. Especially satis-
fying was a project of St. Francis students’ design – painting 
the steps entering the preschool. The steps now are adorned 
with paintings of animals, characters, and handprints. When 
the students enter their new and fresh school, we hope these 
pictures will drive away any fears and inspire laughter and fun 
in learning.

Ellen Dahl’s story about the St. Francis Summer Service Trip 
to San Diego continues at www.stfrancishs.org/reflections. v
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1-6. Summer Service in the Bronx 
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News
My Favorite Things 
About the New Block 
Schedule
By Maia Evrigenis ’13

1. If you have a free block you have 
SO MUCH TIME! You have 
time to get homework done but 
also hang out with friends. It’s re-
ally easy to find a balance of social 
time and school work time with the 
longer blocks. 

2. Students are more engaged in 
class because they know they’re 
going to be there for awhile so they 
might as well participate. 

3. Everyone is so much happier on 
campus because they didn’t wake 
up at the crack of dawn for zero 
block! I never see girls zoned out 
during the first class of the day any 
more. People are ready to go and 
feeling good. 

4. Because there are only two lunch 
blocks there is a greater sense of 
community at school. I can already 
see “cliques” being broken down in 
the senior class as a lot of groups are 
sitting together because of mutual 
friends and such. 

5. Teachers are always prepared 
because they have more time to do 
group activities and lecture. 

Thank you so much for organizing 
the new schedule, Mr. Hrga! It is 
awesome, and everyone I’ve talked to 
agrees with me!

Challenge Success
By Ann Marie Faires, Asst. Principal for Student Affairs

St. Francis High School continually strives to meet the 
needs of the whole student. In 2011 we established a part-
nership with the School of Education at Stanford University 
and became a member of Challenge Success. Creating wellness, 
achieving balance and minimizing stress is an ongoing process. 
Being an official Challenge Success school is part of this pro-
cess, one of which we are extremely proud.

Members of our school’s Challenge Success team meet 
quarterly and participate in bi-annual conferences at Stanford 
University. Guided by national experts and Challenge Success 
founders Madeline Levine, Ph.D., Jim Lobdell, M.A., and 
Denise Pope, Ph.D. and dialogue with other Challenge 
Success schools, identify areas of growth and implement 
research-based solutions on campus to reduce stress on our 
students and minimize academic and emotional problems.

A recent change to our schedule has already made a posi-
tive impact. In 2011-12 we identified our daily schedule as a 
potential source of student stress. Students met every class each 
day, faced an abundance of material, and frequently incurred 
homework in each subject. A steering committee researched 
and presented options to the community that resulted in the 
adoption of a block schedule this year whereby classes meet 
for the same number of minutes, but in longer blocks fewer 
times per week. There is a noticeable change in atmosphere on 
campus - more relaxed and less hurried - and an overwhelming 
consensus that the new schedule is working well. v

Kumu Hula Laureen Kanoheaokalikolaua’e Macugay
Laureen Macugay, Executive Assistant to the Principal at St. Francis, has been 

dancing hula most of her life.  Laureen trained in hula under Kumu Hulas (hula 
teachers) Buddy Koakanu Carson of San Francisco, Naomi Leina’ala Kalama of 
Sacramento and Frank Kawaikapuokalani Hewett of Hilo, Hawai’i.  When she be-
came an employee at St. Francis High School eight years ago, many fellow staff mem-
bers encouraged her to teach hula. In 2005, she prepared a group of seniors for a hula 
performance at “Pearl of the Orient,” an annual dinner dance put on by the St. Francis 
Filipino Families and Friends.  That ignited the St. Francis community’s passion for 
hula. Laureen has been teaching hula ever since, first as a club and now a class that 
earns PE credit. Hula performances have become a mainstay of special events on and 
off campus.  

Three years ago Laureen was presented with an opportunity to apply for a schol-
arship to train under the world-renown hula master, composer and cultural leader, Frank Kawaikapuokalani Hewett.  
Laureen was one of only ten hula teachers in all of California chosen to receive this prestigious scholarship. 

The journey on which she embarked was one of great intensity, a concentrated course to become a certified Kumu 
Hula.  It was a 3-year program equivalent to earning a Master’s Degree in hula and required incredible determination, 
focus, strength, and, Laureen admits, sleep deprivation. In a ceremony on the Big Island on May 24, 2012, Laureen 
and the other class members celebrated their ‘Uniki (graduation) as Kumu Hulas. Laureen was given the name “Ka-
Nohea-O-Ka-Liko-Laua’e” which translates to “the beauty of the young laua‘e leaves.”  The teacher joined all of the 
classmates’ names into a lei, incorporating the word laua’e into each name in honor of their class, which is called the 
“Papa Laua’e” after the laua’e fern often used in hula.

Laureen will continue to share her knowledge of the Hawaiian culture through hula with her students.  She 
also teaches hula outside of St. Francis at Kūhai Hālau O Kanoheaokalikolaua’e (Academy of Kanoheaokalikolaua’e.) 
Laureen expresses how blessed she feels to be able to share her passion for hula with her students and the St. Francis 
community as she strives to perpetuate her hula lineage.  She attributes her success in big part to the love and support 
of her family, peers, and the administration at St. Francis. v
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Why iPads?
Research demonstrates the iPad:

• supports essential skill areas — 
complex communication, new 
media literacy, creativity, and 
self-directed learning.

• engenders an incredibly 
immersive and active 
learning environment and 
unprecedented opportunities to 
develop personalized, student-
centered learning.

• facilitates beneficial 
consumption, curation, and 
creativity activities.

• inspires student empowerment.

• affords improvements in 
teacher management of 
classroom time and space.

• provides incredible flexibility 
to vary learning activities at a 
moment’s notice.

“…with iPads students have the 
world at their fingertips — any-
where they might be — and the 
only limitation to what students 
might do in this vast space is the 
vision of educators. Increasingly a 
21st century education is less about 
place and more about space. And 
the iPad has become the leading de-
vice in which students can navigate 
and create exciting new worlds.”

Source: edudemic.com

News
Update: iPad Program
By Ivan Hrga

Since the October 2012 announcement of St. Francis High 
School’s iPad one-to-one initiative, the administration and faculty have 
been working diligently to ensure a successful transition to the tablet 
devices for the 2013-2014 school year. Director of Technology Lori 
Dwyre has been preparing the infrastructure to support the arrival of 
1100 iPads on campus: updating cabling, strengthening the network, 
expanding wireless service, and securing extra bandwidth. We are also 
developing the school’s Acceptable Use Policy and will hold parent in-
formation evenings this spring. Courses for which we anticipate the use 
of digital textbooks include Biology, Physics, World History, Geometry, 
AP Computer Science and Integrate Science, with additional subjects 
rapidly becoming available.

St. Francis teachers have been experimenting with the use of iPads 
in the classroom throughout this pilot year and additional preparations 
continue for full implementation in the fall. In early February, represen-
tatives from Apple, Inc. provided training for administrators and department specialists –teachers 
designated to spearhead professional development and provide support for members of their depart-
ments. The leadership group explored the characteristics of today’s learning environments and solidi-
fied a vision and plan for implementing Apple technologies at St. Francis. The team was energized by 
demonstrations of apps such as iBooks, iTunes U, Pages, Numbers, Keynote, iMovie and iPhoto as 
classroom learning tools. 

The leadership team and the rest of the faculty continue to collaborate on best practices in using 
iPads in the classroom. Over the course of the semester they are gathering for “working lunches” to 
share and present ways they have been using the devices effectively in their day-to-day teaching. In 
March, a staff in-service day will offer intensive training by David Mahaley and Timothy Hall of the 
iPad Initiative at Franklin Academy in Wake Forest, North Carolina. (ipadfa.wikispaces.com)

What is noteworthy on this road we travel is that we are not travelling alone. With so many 
iPads deployed across the country, there is a large community of schools offering support and sharing 
ideas as we build our program and as they build theirs. We remain committed to fostering the strong 
student-teacher relationship in the classroom that has been a hallmark of the educational experience 
at St. Francis High School as we explore the new dynamic in teaching presented by iPad technology. 
It’s sure to be an exciting journey. v

Focus on Wellness
By Mrs. Chyrissee Lee, LMFT, SFHS Wellness Counselor

On January 9, 2013 St. Francis High School hosted Harriet 
Turk, one of the top female motivational speakers in the United 
States. Her presentations to parents and students focused on 
the topics of peer conflict, bullying and internet safety.

The Wellness Assembly was opened by Molly Baker ’13 who 
shared with us her amazing photography project on resilience 
entitled “The Wash Away Project.” She courageously shared 
some of her own personal struggles and told her peers, “I created this project for you. For anyone who 
has felt like me and for anyone who needs a little resilience in their life. Struggles do not define where 
your life will take you. The important thing to remember is to have the heart and resilience to ‘wash 
away’ your struggles and move forward because of them.”

Harriet Turk has worked with thousands of people encouraging them to develop their leadership 
skills, find their personal power and to live a healthy lifestyle. She believes we can create positive 
change in our friends, our communities and ourselves. On this day, she encouraged each of us to reach 
out to others and make a difference. Her presentation ended with a collective chant from the ener-
gized student body: “I am Somebody Special, if you don’t like me, TOUGH! Cuz I am Cool enough, 
Smooth enough, and doggone it, I am Hot enough TO BE WHO I WANT TO BE!” v

   Spring 2013 33 



Golf Tournament 2013
Thursday, May 9th 

2:00pm Shotgun
William Land Park Golf Course

Pull out your clubs and put on 
your argyle socks! On Thursday, 
May 9th the SFHS Booster Club 
will hold its annual golf tournament 
with a new twist. The emphasis 
will be on fun and the play will be 
shorter - 9 holes - at Land Park Golf 
Course. After the round, golfers will 
be invited to participate in the inau-
gural “Shoot Out Under the Lights” 
that will be held along with a casual, 
open-air post party featuring food 
and beverage provided by the fa-
mous Booster Club bartenders and 
grill masters! The post-party will be 
open to all supporters of the school 
and will include music. 

To emphasize that the event 
is about the girls and their sports, 
each hole will feature a SFHS team 
activity. For example, one hole may 
challenge golfers to post the most 
consecutive lacrosse passes, while 
the next may ask players to hit a 
goal with a water polo ball while 
steadying on a large balance ball. 
Equipment and judging will be 
provided by the very Troubies who 
excel in the sport! Game on!

With the shortened format, 
the entry fee will be less than was 
charged in previous years, and par-
ticipants won’t have to miss a full 
day of work. The format maintains 
the spirit of the event - to support 
the student athletes of St. Francis 
- while also accommodating the 
busy lives of our supporters in a 
fun, casual, slightly competitive 
atmosphere.

Special thanks go to our new 
event chair - James Fitzgerald 
(Abigail ‘16), and immediate past 
chair - Scott Sadler ( Jane ‘14) 
who have worked this winter on 
the updated format and early 
plans. If you would like to join 
them in setting a new pace for 
Booster Club fundraising, please 
contact Melissa Deiro, SFHS 
Advancement Associate for Special 
Events: mdeiro@stfrancishs.org.

Please mark your calendar for 
5/9/13. We look forward to see-
ing the course dotted with golfers 
in red and gold - perhaps even a 
little argyle!

Golf Tournament 2012 

On Monday, May 14, 2012, 90 golfers teed up and enjoyed a 
beautiful day at Del Paso Country Club. The fun started with 
a delicious Booster Club barbeque lunch followed by 18 holes 
on a perfect May day. Many thanks to Tournament Co-Chairs 
Molly Geremia Wiese ’81 and Scott Sadler and their outstand-
ing committee: Sherry Carrillo, Alison Corfee, Jennifer Eason, 
Greg Hovious, Julie Laskin, Cheryl Lieu, Heidi McKim, 
Brian Mulholland, Cheryl Nightingale, Tammy O’Brien, 
Anne Geremia Sadler ’80, Kristi Spector, and Wendi Witmer 
Wegener ’84. The proceeds from the event will help fund the 
great athletic programs for the young women of St. Francis. 

Special thanks to Five Star Bank, James and Tracy Beckwith, 
for being the Booster Barbeque Lunch Sponsor and as well 
as to our many Flagstick Hole Sponsors: James and Jennifer 
Fitzgerald, Pacific Housing, Inc., Spector Weir, LLP, Alan and 
Julie Laskin, Roebbelen Contracting, Inc, Caltronics Business 
Systems, Cheryl Lieu and Kelvin Mark, C.A.S.E. Medical 
Group, Inc., L and D Landfill Limited Partnership, Tim and 
Kim Lien, SFHS Volleyball Team, SFHS Lacrosse Team, 
SFHS Soccer Team, SFHS Basketball Team, and the SFHS 
Golf Team. Thanks, also, to the Friends of the Tournament, 
the golfers, prize donors, silent auction and raffle donors. v
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1. Kevin McKim, Mark Grotewohl, George Miller, Fred 
McLaren 2. Molly Geremia Wiese ’81, Angela Kufasimes 
Gianulias ’86, Kristi Spector, Julia Kelly 3. Pam Elmets, Heidi 
McKim, Anne Geremia Sadler ’80, Tammy O’Brien, Sherry 
Luman-Carrillo ’90 4. Shawn Bennett, Rick Barthels, Cathy 
Mulholland, Tim Conway, Brian Mulholland 5. Tim Lien, Gigi 
Mar, Kim Lien, Alison Corfee 6. Erin Johansen Cook’84 & Bob 
Cook, James & Jennifer Fitzgerald

Booster Club Golf Tournament
William Land Golf Course

Front Row: Bailey Boone ’15, Basketball & Softball; Meagan Bennett ’13, Lacrosse; Bailey O’Mara ’13, Softball; Eleanor Ferguson ’13, Cross Country, Track & 

Field; Skylar Saca ’14, Softball; Noelle Santana ’13, Lacrosse; Allison Klas ’13, Cross Country, Track & Field; Marisa Zanobini ’14, Water Polo, Swimming;  

Sarah Conway ’13, Soccer; Maggie Oys ’16, Water Polo, Basketball; Back Row: Colleen McClain ’15, Lacrosse; Kim Lackner ’13, Cross Country, Track & Field; 

Marisa Boras ’13, Basketball; Marisa Kolokotronis ’13, Water Polo, Swimming; Sofia Deiro ’15, Basketball; Natalie Dowd ’13, Lacrosse; Gaby Palmeri ’13, 

Volleyball; Emily Reinl ’15, Water Polo, Swimming; Katrina Woollgar ’13, Tennis; Karly Hammack ’13, Water Polo, Swimming; Madison McKim ’15, Lacrosse

Events
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Revelry Surpasses Half Million Mark
Revelry 2012, held on October 27th, raised $571,000 to support the operations and 
educational programs of  St. Francis. Surpassing the half  million mark represented 
a 16% increase over last year’s earnings and double the earnings from just two 
years ago. In the fundraising world, this is an exceptionally positive trend, and the 
thanks go directly to our many dedicated supporters and volunteers. 

Chairperson Wendy Miller lent her talent, focus, enthusiasm, and work ethic to the 
unprecedented success of  the event. With the theme of  An Evening of  Traditional 
& Elegance, Where Town Meets County, the campus was transformed into an en-
clave of  East-Coast style and sensibility. The festivities included a delicious dinner 
prepared by Chef  Patrick Mulvaney of  Mulvaney’s B & L. During the live auction, 
the crowd learned of  the Giants 2-0 win in game three of  the world series. Spirits 
were subsequently raised, as were bids!

Presenting Sponsors
Special thanks go to John and Sandra Geary Cook ’55 for their continued support 
of  Revelry and St. Francis High School. In addition, to being a presenting sponsor, 
the Cooks contributed $28,000 towards the development of  Studio Troubadour 
(see below). Revelry’s other presenting sponsor and significant Revelry supporters 
are Kathy and Pat McClain, representing Hanson McClain. Their continued sup-
port is also greatly valued. 

Studio Troubadour
This year’s “Hands Up for Troubies” donation request was to equip and retrofit 
an existing green room in the Arts Building with state-of-the-art media and cin-
ematography equipment to create Studio Troubadour. The budget to implement 
the studio was $80,000 and we are pleased to report that the program has been 
fully funded through the monies raised at Revelry and contributions made after 
the event. v

The Hamptons
Hanson Mcclain, KatHy and Pat Mcclain

sandra Geary cooK ’54 and JoHn cooK

Martha’s Vineyard
MarGo reid Brown ’81 and ricK Brown

roBert and nancy sBisa & FaMily,  
wells FarGo

 tiM lewis coMMunities

Upper East Side
PaM & steve eGGert

dr. louis & Kerri Gallia,  
scriPPs oral surGery

JoHn FineGan, Positive coacHinG 
AlliAnce • TheresA & Tom KAndris, 

aMerican river PacKaGinG

Anne & doug BAyless •  
TrAcy BesT demeTre ’82 & mArK demeTre •  

lisA & michAel Koewler •  
mAriA reid VAil ’82 & BriAn VAil • 

carolyn & JoHn reid

Kellie & Jeff rAndle •  
elsBetH & andrew cloninGer,  

The cloninger group, merrill lynch • 
Ann & dAn KrAmer • nAncy & Ken dyer •  

sHaron & Marc aPrea

Charleston
tracy & JaMes BecKwitH, Five star BanK

BoB & lisa KJoMe and Maria & toM 
BalBierz, roeBBelen contractinG

l and d landFill - tHe lien FaMily

drs. allison l. & MiKe MccorMicK,  
alPine allerGy & astHMa associates, inc. 

celia & a. JaMes PuFF

dr. aMy riley & Mr. daMon riley

anne GereMia sadler ’80 & scott sadler

tHe scHeid FaMily

dr. darce slate & sHari slate,  
slate dental GrouP/Pure dentistry

Jake Parnell, Auctioneer, Wendy Miller, Revelry 2012 Chair, Margo Reid Brown ’81, President, 
Kellie Randle, Revelry 2012 Acquisition Chair, Chris Micheli, Liza Micheli, Parents Guild President
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Savannah
dana & MicHael aGuilar

cHristine Battistella

Melissa & JoHn aliotti

Bayer Protective services,  
Julie al-Huneidi & Bryon Bayer

dr. roBert & lisa BellinoFF 
Julie & sHawn Bennett

dr. Janine Bera & dr. aMi Bera

noreen Blonien,  
rodney J. Blonien & associates 

renee & Paul BollinGer

MicHelle & antHony cHavez,  
BuHler-sortex inc. 

lauren & cHris clarK

Julia & neil clarK

alison & dan corFee

Kristen & GraeMe coyle

teresa & Jon crowley

anGela & Bill daMeri, re/Max Gold

diane & Kevin dasen

deBoraH Bennett & lenny dean,  
dean Bennett insurance & Financial 

services, inc. 
susan & toM deMarois, Merrill lyncH 

dr. Marleen MasuoKa &  
Mr. MiKe disHno

lynn & KirK dowdell,  
Golden PaciFic BanK 

Jennifer & mATThew eAson •  
MicHelle & Kyle taMBornini,  

eason & taMBornini, attorneys at law 
PaM & douG elMets

Kristin & MarK enes

dr. GreGory w. evriGenis & danae 
evriGenis, ortHodontics at tHe Pavilions 

JaMes & JenniFer FitzGerald, 
MarKetone Builders

 catHy & JoHn FoBes

leonor & Basil Fox, Jr.
PatricK & Kristi arnold Foy ’87,  

arnold and associates

Mary Forster FranKlin ’80 &  
Kyle FranKlin

 Beverly GereMia

dr. laurie GreGG & dr. JeFF GreGG
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Savannah
dr. ann F. Haas,  

sutter downtown derMatoloGy 
carolyn veal-Hunter & dale Hunter 

lynda & steve HuPPert

vicKi & PHil JoHnson

denise & david Jones,  
eManuels Jones and associates

Julia Kelly

lori & steven KiMBall

lisa & cHris KsidaKis

Julie & alan lasKin,  
law oFFices oF alan M. lasKin

dr. cHeryl lieu & dr. Kelvin MarK, 
c.a.s.e. Medical GrouP, inc.

GreG & Janet MereditH, law oFFices oF 
naGeley, MereditH & Miller, inc. 

liza & cHris MicHeli

dr. cHristoPHer J. Molitor &  
lori Molitor

Marcelle & Bill nietHaMMer

inGrid & russ niles

sHerri, JoHn, & erin ’97 norwood, 
norwood and associates

lynn & don Payne

valerie & Joel PearlMan

Mary coGan & roBerto l. Pérez

MicHelle PiGMan

MicHelle & JiM radeMann 
Bruce roMani,  

advanced inteGrated Pest ManaGeMent

lindsey & andrew sacKHeiM

Hanna & Peter saMuel

JoHn a. santaMaria dds
sue & randy scHaeFer

lisa & Matt stronG 
dr. cHristian & alicia swanson

Gwyn & sal teresi

cHerri & Garnett vann

Kelly wHitcoMB-weston &  
david weston 

cHristina & MarK woollGar,  
adaMs woollGar Financial services, llc

yo-yo yoGurt,  
Marqué & JacK MolodanoF
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1. Pete Scheid, Lisa Koewler, Jack Molodanof  2. Theresa & Tom Kandris, George & 
Wendy Miller 3. Pam Baffoni & Diane Schnabel 4. Michelle Rademann & Wendy Miller 
5. Jennifer Fitzgerald 6. Stacey & Leland Crawford, Mike Lien, Norm & Dorothy Lien 
7. Lisa Ksidakis, Lynn Dowdell, Chyrissee Lee 8. Kevin Ekery & Carol Dahmen 9. 
Terry & Jane Piland, Archer Spencer, Erica Golden 10. Wendy Miller, Kathy McClain, 
Ada Bauman, Terry Passantino 11. Susan DeMarois, Molly Geremia Wiese ’81, Kellie 
DeMarco 12. John Reid, Margo Reid Brown ’81, Carolyn Reid, Catie Brown ’15, Rick 
Brown 13. Martin & Sarah Ruano 14. Ami & Janine Bera 15. Wendy Miller, Anne & 
Doug Bayless, Tracy Beckwith 16. Cathy Fobes, Kristin Enes, Lisa Ksidakis 17. James 
Beckwith, Dave Nickum, Joanne Ramos, Lisa Nickum, Frank Ramos 18. Serina 
Cordova-Coppola & Alicia Swanson 19. Gabrelle Ruggles, Renee Bollinger, Margo Reid 
Brown ’81 20. Chef  Patrick Mulvaney
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Alumnae Community

Time goes by so fast
Yesterday is a blur of the past
Childhood experiences and memories
That shape tomorrow’s opportunities
The excitement and wonder of what 

the future holds
The unlimited possibilities of the 

journey unfolds

A Journey
By Lauren Anderson ’12



With the principles of Catholic Social Justice Teaching instilled in us, we have been reminded to 
answer our call to serve, just as Jesus did. Following the example of our patron saint, St. Francis 
of Assisi, we have preached the Gospel and shared God’s love with others in our community not 
by what we say, but how we act and live. Knowing that we are together for each other, that we are 
called to love and serve, that all creation gives glory to God, and that we are formed in the Spirit, 
united in justice and peace, we have exceeded the bounds of our comfort zones to touch the lives 
of others. It may have been tutoring a student at a Core Agency, or helping the elderly at Eskaton, 
or going on a summer service trip to Washington DC, but this Spirit of St. Francis, this Spirit that 
works through each of us, reminds us to fulfill a greater purpose. All in all, we strive to emanate Pax 
et Bonum, peace and goodness, in whatever we do.
 Hannah Gonzales ’12
 Excerpt from Baccalaureate Address

Through the encouragement, guidance, and trust of our parents, teachers, and counselors, today, 
we celebrate our 720th day together. 720 days of tests, homework, and essays. 720 days of trying 
to figure out what schedule it is. And 720 days of crazy St. Francis fun. But it is not the completion 
of the 720th day that we should be celebrating; rather, it is the collective contribution of each day 
that prepares us for the 721st day and all days thereafter. Each day, albeit only twenty-four hours, 
assumed significance as we gained the opportunity to learn something new about ourselves, about 
others, and if we were lucky, something school-related too. One day. One seven hundred twentieth. 
To an average math teacher, this number may seem insignificant. He or she may in fact encourage 
you to round it to zero. But if a person accumulates seven hundred and twenty of these, she has 
one: one complete high school experience. It was not the grand events, projects, and accomplish-
ments that came to define us, but rather how we lived, how we acted, and how we expressed God’s 
love each of those 720 days.
 Abigail Johnson ’12
 Excerpt from Valedictory Address

…When I consider all of these daily occurrences, I realize that St. Francis is not just a school but 
an experience—an experience that unites the members of this community in a steady and fulfilling 
lifelong bond. We are closely tied to the pleated, seamless cloth we have donned each day for the 
last four years; every bit of birthday cake frosting wiped on our skirts has left its mark of indescrib-
able sweetness on our hearts, teaching us the inherent value manifested in simple displays of love. 
Every yellow paint smear from spirit week that decorates the blue and white checkers reminds us 
of the importance of teamwork, creativity, and enthusiasm in our lives. For every curiosity that has 
been satisfied, we have developed a new interest, fostered by the intellectual rigor of our St. Francis 
education and a genuine desire to learn.
 Olivia Godby ’12
 Excerpt from Valedictory Address

Our Newest Alumnae

Top: Sabrina Mayo, Laura Mayhofer, Pauline Loya, Sammi Hawes, Noey Brisbane, 
Rachel Patron; Left: Blair Mitchell & Krissie Alan; Middle: Katie Garnett, 
Maddie Jaime, Olivia Glatt; Right: Olivia Godby & Hannah Gonzales
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1. Lia Sbisa, Abbey Scheid, Erin Scheller, 
Ashlyn Schmitgen

2. Kamali Houston, Charlotte Stewart, 
Madeleine Stanley, Monica Yassear

3. Kendall Johnson, Allison Kang, 
Bishop Soto, Lauren Koll, Emily Koon, 
Alexandria Komlenic, Katie Lathrop

4. Abigail Bisi, Bryce Beckwith,  
Gabby Blanchette

5. Kaitlin Zablotsky, Emilie Uhrhammer, 
Missy Wynne, Tanya Zielke, Bianca Velez

6. Claire Rosburg, Madi Kilian, Kaitlyn 
MacAuley

7. Megan Hock & Kat Hardin

1

2

3

We pray…
Lord, we are gathered today in gratitude to you and 

to celebrate the beginning of new opportunities 
and experiences. 

Thank you God, for being you,

for being so generous to us and loving us 
unconditionally,

for giving us a multitude of opportunities,

helping us to grow in the experiences of joy and 
suffering,

forming us into who we are today,

for giving us the people in our lives,

for having created us into unique individuals,

and for loving us for whom we are…

Thank you for blessing us with the opportunity to 
attend St. Francis High School.

It has led us to know you on a deeper level and 
through different ways.

Thank you for granting us the privilege of a well-
rounded education of academics, faith and life.

We pray that we never lose what we have learned 
here and continue to grow in your love and 
friendship.

Marie L’Hermine-Watkins ’12
Excerpt from Graduate’s Prayer 2012

I think that the best characteristic of St. Francis is that it is a community of 
hard working students striving to reach their goals. St. Francis is a place to learn 
and reach out to the unlimited possibilities.

Lauren Anderson

St. Francis is a loving community and has enabled me to be the person that I 
am. I am very comfortable and happy here.

Sarah Cornett

I have enjoyed the last four years, and I can’t believe I am leaving. I am going 
to miss everyone so much, and I’m not sure I will ever find a community as 
welcoming and loving as this one. I really have enjoyed all of the activities and 
retreats and opportunities to connect with people. I have gained so much and I 
will take it with me wherever I go.

Sophie DeLeon

I truly have loved SFHS and I will never forget the amazing times that I have 
had here and all of the friendships that I have made.

Sydni Flemmer

It is unfathomable to describe my feelings and thoughts towards St. Francis. I 
thank all the teachers and staff members at St. Francis for their hard work and 
all my friends who encouraged me to be a better person and taught me invalu-
able lessons.

Hyang Eun (Helen) Park

I love this school. From the moment I came here, it’s been my home, and I am so 
extremely grateful for all of the experiences that I’ve had here.

Claire Rosburg

I think the best characteristic of St. Francis is its proud acceptance of each 
student the way she is. Going to a school where girls hardly ever wore make up, 
where they weren’t afraid to be themselves because they might be judged, and 
where girls form relationships over a difficult test or a favorite class. So many 
people are unabashedly real that making friends with everyone was easy, and 
enjoyable.

Katia Stie
40 
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American River College
Arizona State University
Azusa Pacific University
Boise State University
Brigham Young University, Idaho
Brown University
California Institute of Technology
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
California State University, Chico
California State University, East Bay
California State University, Monterey Bay
California State University, Sacramento
California State University, San Marcos
Case Western Reserve University
Cebu Doctors’ University
Chaffey College
Chapman University
Colorado School of Mines
Columbia University
Concordia University - Portland
Cornell University
Cosumnes River College
Creighton University
Dominican University of California
Duke University
Folsom Lake College
Franciscan University of Steubenville
Georgetown University
Georgia Military College
Gettysburg College
Gonzaga University
Grand Canyon University
Hampton University
Harvey Mudd College
Humboldt State University

The 275 graduates of the St. Francis class of 2012 are now 
enrolled in the following 105 colleges and universities:

Louisiana State University
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University New Orleans
Mesa Community College
Montana State University, Bozeman
Mount Holyoke College
New York University
Northeastern University
Northern Arizona University
Northern State University
Pacific University
Pepperdine University
Pitzer College
Pomona College
Portland State University
Regis University
Sacramento City College
Saint Mary’s College of California
San Diego Mesa College
San Francisco State University
San Jose State University
Santa Clara University
Seattle University
Sierra College
Sonoma State University
Southern Methodist University
Stanford University
Syracuse University
Texas Christian University
The Catholic University of America
The University of Alabama
The University of Arizona
The University of Montana, Missoula
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

United States Naval Academy
University of California at Berkeley
University of California at Davis
University of California at Los Angeles
University of California at Merced
University of California at San Diego
University of California at Santa Barbara
University of California at Santa Cruz
University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Dallas
University of Denver
University of Kentucky
University of Louisiana at Monroe
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
University of Nebraska at Lincoln
University of Nevada, Reno
University of Notre Dame
University of Oklahoma
University of Oregon
University of Pennsylvania
University of Portland
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of the Pacific
University of Tulsa
University of Washington
Washington State University
West Virginia University
Whitman College
Whitworth University
Yale University
Yuba College
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Alumnae Community
Alumna and Her Class Ring  
Reunited After 42 years!!

Mercy McMahon  
Tea Party
By Erin McGuire ‘95

On April 29, 2012 the Alumnae 
Association spent a lovely after-
noon with the residents of Mercy 
McMahon, sipping tea and enjoying 
musical performances by Courtney 
Glass ’01 and Eileen Boyd, ac-
companied by their pianist Chris 
Schlagel. All of the songs they sang 
were wonderful, but the highlight 
of the day was Courtney singing 
You Made Me Love You, and just 
about every resident singing along 
and clapping. This song appeared 
in the film Broadway Melody in 
1938, with Judy Garland singing 
to a photo of Clark Gable. The resi-
dents truly lit up and we could see 
that this song brought back many 
fond memories for them. The Tea 
Party is an annual tradition and all 
are welcome.

Santina “Tina” (Mandella) Luce, graduate of Bishop 
Armstrong class of 1958, was finally reunited with 
her class ring after she thought it was lost for a 
lifetime. In 1971, she loaned the ring to her teenage 
daughter who had begged to wear it. Shortly thereaf-
ter, Tina’s daughter sadly reported that she had lost 
the ring and all involved thought it would never be 
seen again. Life went on and Tina’s daughter grew up 
and had a daughter of her own. Tina thought of the 
ring over the years, but with Bishop Armstrong clos-
ing in 1964 there was no chance of replacing it. 

That was sure to be the end of the story until last 
November when two friends, Jim Miller and Rob 
Brugger, were building a pathway in the front yard 
of Jim’s Curtis Park home. As they loaded up Rob’s 
truck with excavated dirt, Rob noticed a shiny ring 
sitting on top of the dirt!

The two stopped work and focused on the object 
that mysteriously unveiled itself. Jim, a reporter 
in the Sacramento bureau of the Riverside Press-
Enterprise, cleaned the ring and, along with the help 
of his wife, Ellen, utilized a high resolution scanner 
to determine that it was from 1958 with the initials 
TAM engraved on the inside. They discerned that 
the crest was parochial and that it resembled St. 
Francis’s crest. As fate would have it, Rob had an 
aunt who was a nun in Sacramento. Through her 
life’s work, he was familiar with the history of the 
area’s Catholic schools and knew the historical con-
nection between Bishop Armstrong and St. Francis 
High School. Jim subsequently contacted St. Francis 
and together with the staff they were able to trace 
the ring back to its original owner - Santina “Tina” 
Mandella (TAM). 

This past December, Tina, Jim and Rob met at St. 
Francis where Tina was reunited with her ring after 
a separation of over four decades! Tina was thrilled 
to have it back. She conveyed to the gentlemen that 
her granddaughter would soon be moving back to 
Sacramento after having graduated from college, and 
Tina’s intention is to give her the ring. v
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Kristen Cichocki
 Attending Southern Methodist University (SMU) 

Kristen’s positive attitude and can-do outlook made her invaluable in her 
role as St. Francis MUN team captain. At SMU, she was elected to serve as 
dorm representative on both Community Council and the Residents Hall 
Association (RHA). She joined SMU’s Habitat for Humanity team and 
spends every Saturday morning building homes in low income neighborhoods 
in Dallas. She has also worked with SMU’s Alternative Breaks Program plan-
ning service trips to New York, Florida, and Guatemala. 

“The St. Francis Model United Nations Team taught me an enormous amount 
about myself and my values. Learning about and acknowledging problems 
around the world has led me to place service to others as one of my great-
est priorities and has inspired me to pursue a double major in Management 
Science and International Business.” 

– Kristen Cichocki

Sarah Cornett
 Attending Whitman College

As team captain, Sarah’s quiet and thoughtful leadership style added considerable maturity to the St. Francis 
MUN team. At Whitman, she serves as a reporter for the school newspaper, hosts a radio show and is 
involved with a campus group researching and implementing sustainable development projects in a village in 
Guatemala. She is also involved in the Adopt a Grandparent program in her community. 

“Researching water quality and education issues in MUN has enabled me to understand things that I now am 
actually doing myself. It’s been unbelievably rewarding to take my prior knowledge from MUN topics to work 
towards something that is going to help actual people. We’re focusing on water quality and education this year 
and I can’t begin to describe how the skills I gained are helping me know where to start. It makes me so happy 
and excited to know that I’m doing something this meaningful.” 

– Sarah Cornett

Hannah Gonzales
 Attending Yale University

Hannah’s humility and focused execution grew the St. Francis MUN team exponentially. She served for two 
years as team captain and was also the Secretary General of SFMUN1, the first MUN conference for middle 
school students hosted by St. Francis MUN. Now, Hannah is a member of the Yale MUN team (MUNTY). 
She staffed the Security Council Simulation at Yale (SCSY) on the Supreme Court Committee and was se-
lected to serve as Assistant Secretary General for YMUN 2013 (Yale’s high school MUN conference). She also 
joined the Hemispheres Program which teaches New Haven high school students MUN and international 
relations topics. 

“As part of my interview [for Hemispheres], I was required to give a sample lesson about a global affairs issue 
I am passionate about. And guess what I chose: women’s rights in the Middle East!* I’m so happy to be here. I 
miss SFHS and all my Troubies. Nothing beats the SF spirit.” 

– Hannah Gonzales 

*On the St. Francis MUN team Hannah and her teammates learned and debated extensively about both African 
and Middle Eastern women’s issues, among other topics, in their representation of countries including Cameroon, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and Afghanistan.

Alumnae Community
2012 Model United Nations Grads Continue to Lead

Hannah, Kristen & Sarah at the MUN 
Conference at UC Berkeley in March 2012

“St. Francis’ 
Model United 
Nations Team 
taught me an 

enormous amount 
about myself and 

my values.”

– Kristen Cichocki
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1990sAlumnae Association
Mission Statement
To promote and sustain the tra-
ditions and unity of St. Francis 
High School among its alumnae 
and to develop and share financial 
support and individual resources 
for the benefit of the St. Francis 
High School community now and 
in the future.

Board of Directors 
Kat Haro ’03 
President

Erin McGuire ’95
Vice-President

Maura Twomey ’77 
Secretary

Tracy Grech Clark ’78 
Past President

Standing Committee 
Chairpersons
Erin McGuire ’95
Community Service &
Student Activities 

Jennifer Perez Blackburn ’91 
Education & Speakers Series

Kristi Arnold Foy ’87 
Parents Guild Liaison

Megan McCook ’92 and her husband Jonathan Silverman wel-
comed their son, Sam Cosimo Silverman on January 16th, 2013.  
They live in Florence, Italy and work for Williams-Sonoma Inc.

Tera Carson Lewis ’93, an officer in the Sacramento Police 
Department, was among seven SPD employees honored with a 
Distinguished Service Award at the May 2012 Commendation 
Awards Luncheon. Tera and the other members of the East 
Area Problem Oriented Policing (P.O.P.) Team developed 
the Community Against Sexual Harm (C.A.S.H) program, 
which employs former prostitutes at its Oak Park drop-in 
center. Through the variety of services provided by the center, 
hundreds of women have found the strength and resources to 
leave prostitution. This program has played a significant role 
in reducing the crime of prostitution in Sacramento and its 
negative effects of loitering and drug-related activity.

Nikki Van Noy ’95 published her book, the authorized biog-
raphy, New Kids on the Block: The Story of Five Brothers & A 
Million Sisters. For more info on the book, go to NKOTBandUs.
com. Nikki is also the author of So Much to Say: Dave Matthews 
Band—Twenty Years.

Rene Luna Mitchell ’96 married Robert Mitchell (Del Campo 
’94) on Friday October 5, 2012 at Courtyard D’Oro in Old 
Sacramento, followed by a reception at the Dante Club in 
Sacramento. They met 15 years ago working at Togos Eatery on 
Arden Way, lost touch, found each other a decade later, and picked 
up right where they left off. Rene’s mother made her beautiful 
wedding dress, and the day couldn’t have been more perfect! They 
live in Sacramento and can’t wait to see what the future holds. 1

Dr. Tina Keller Guerra ’97 and husband JJ have two beautiful 
daughters, Grace Kathleen (19 months) and Amelia Jean (born 
January 9, 2013). Tina and her family live in Japan where she 
is stationed in the Navy for two years. 2

2000s

1

Cindy Pierson McBride ’00 and her husband, Kevin, were 
married on February 19, 2011 and welcomed son Kyle McBride 
on April 11, 2012. 3

Sandy Pierson Whaley ’00 and her husband, Ryan, welcomed 
daughter Giannina Marie Whaley, born June 11, 2012. 4

Courtney Jacobs ’01 married Peter Leibman in a ceremony 
at the Montage in Beverly Hills, California. Her sisters, Jenn 
Jacobs Phillips ’00 and Katherine Jacobs were by her side. 
Other SF alums included Lindsay LaSalle ’00 and Hannah 
Mohr ’06. 5

Gina Rizzardo ’01 and Aaron Prchlik were married July 21, 
2012 in Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Church in Roseville, 
California. Class of ’01 guests in attendance included Jamie 
Kale, Sarah Varanini and Michelle Siebal. Amy Morandi 
Camacho ’01 was a member of the wedding party. Gina 
and Aaron, both civil engineers, worked together on the San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge reconstruction project in 
Oakland, California and in Shanghai, China. They currently 
make their home in Pleasant Hill, California. 6

Brooke Broms ’02 and husband Kip Hajjar welcomed their 
first child, Savannah Nicole, born January 20, 2012. They live 
in Del Mar, CA and own their own car business. 7

Arianna Raymundo ’03 deployed to Afghanistan in July 
2012 to serve as a Project Engineer for the US Army Corps of 
Engineers’ Afghanistan Engineer District. Arianna has been 
working for the USACE for over four years now and decided 
to take up the ‘adventurous’ position while the timing was right. 
It was a tough decision to leave her family and friends to go 
overseas, but the experience so far has been very rewarding.

Adrienne Manuel Pendleton ’03 and James Douglas Pendleton 
married in a patriotic ceremony June 30, 2012 in Madison, IN. 
The Groom is a 2002 graduate of Indiana University and works 
for UPS in Louisville. Adrienne started law school last fall at 
Ohio Northern University in Ada, OH.  8Emily Vellanoweth Ingistov ’97 and 

her husband Andre welcomed their 
son, Oliver Michael on October 15th, 
2012 at 8:00am in Los Angeles. He 
was born at 7 pounds 1 ounce and 
20.5 inches and is doing very well. 
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Join the SFHS 
Alumnae Association
Please consider joining this special 
group of alums. All St. Francis grad-
uates are members of the Alumnae 
Association and are encouraged to 
serve their fellow alumnae and the 
school community by sharing their 
talents, ideas and positive energy! 
All are welcome to attend the meet-
ings. For more information about 
serving on the board and meeting 
dates, please contact the Alumnae 
Office, alumnae@stfrancishs.org or 
916.737.5020.

St. Francis High 
School Sacramento  
on Facebook!
Visit the St. Francis High School 
website at www.stfrancishs.org and 
click on the Facebook icon. “Like” 
our page to connect with people 
and events, see photos and videos, 
and share your comments. 
Catch the spirit! 

8 97

Alum Updates
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Katelyn Rose Knapp ’04 received her Juris Doctorate from 
Whittier Law School in Costa Mesa, California, on May 12, 
2012. She specialized in Intellectual Property Law, was a senior 
member of the Journal of Child and Family Advocacy and an 
officer in the Environmental Law Society, and earned a CALI 
Excellence for the Future Award. She continues to reside in 
Orange County. 9

Colleen Callaghan ’06 and Taryn Wright ’06 traveled around 
Europe together this summer to Germany, France, Italy, and 
Greece. It was an amazing trip! 10

Rachael Klier ’06 graduated from UC Santa Cruz with a BS 
degree in Environmental Geology. She spent one year working 
as a research assistant for one of her professors and has recently 
been accepted to attend graduate school at UCSC to do research 
in geophysics. 11

Since graduating in 2006 Katrina Stumbos has spent time in 
Sonoma and San Luis Obispo and eventually found herself back 
in Sacramento. At that time she began her interior design educa-
tion at The Art Institute - Sacramento and before graduating 
landed a job with an internationally recognized interior design 
firm based in Sacramento. She has since fulfilled her childhood 
dream of opening her own interior design firm, Four Design. 
Four Design specializes in the four aspects of design Katrina 
loves most; commercial, residential, lifestyle and event. The 
name is also a nod to her three sisters, the youngest of which 
is a current senior at St. Francis and the other two alumnae 
themselves. She resides in Sacramento and is busy nurturing 
her busy career!

Alexis Arnold ’07 received her M.A. in Communication from 
Stanford in June, and then moved right on to the next adventure! 
She traded the calm of Palo Alto for the hustle and bustle of the 
Big Apple, where she is earning a Fashion Marketing degree at 
Parsons The New School For Design (yes, the one on Project 
Runway). It’s a very different lifestyle, but she is loving every 
“New York Minute” of it so far!

12  Alexis at Bergdorf ’s 111th Anniversary Celebration during 
Fashion’s Night Out.

Sarah Couch ’07 graduated cum laude from Sacramento 
State in May with a double major in English Literature and 
Film Studies, and is continuing towards her MA in English 
at Sacramento State. Sarah is currently the Scholarship 
Chair for Phi Sigma Sigma and the Director of the Office of 
Governmental Affairs for Associated Students, Inc. (ASI), where 
she has worked for four years, advocating for higher education 
at a local, state and federal level. She was recently awarded the 
“Students First” Award within ASI, a high honor designating 
her dedication to student success. She’s also a member of Sac 
State’s General Education Honors Program, Sigma Tau Delta 
(English Honors Society), Phi Kappa Phi (General Honors 
Society), and the Student Alumni Association, of which she was 
the inaugural president. Sarah is a finalist for the student trustee 
position on the California State University Board of Trustees, 
which oversees regulation and decides policy regarding the CSU.

Alexandria Martin ’07 graduated from the University of 
Arizona’s Eller School of Business and has been working for 
American President Lines, an International Global Container 
Transportation and Logistics company. She has since been 
relocated from Arizona to Kansas City, Missouri where she will 
be in Outside Sales as an Account Manager. St. Francis laid a 
solid foundation and prepared her for college and for her profes-
sional career. Alexandria would encourage the young women 
at St. Francis to push their limits and try studying abroad and 
moving out of state because it was has opened so many new 
and exciting doors for her. 13

Sarah McCarthy ’07 graduated from UC Davis with honors, 
B.A. in music with an emphasis in ethnomusicology (a track she 
created) in June 2011 and will be attending Stanford University 
for five years for her Ph.D. in Musicology starting in fall 2012. 

Shelby De La Mora ’07 graduated from 
the United States Naval Academy and 
was Commissioned as an officer in the 
U.S. Navy with the rank of Ensign on 
May 29th, 2012. Her service selection 
was Navy Pilot. She is currently in Navy 
Flight School in Pensacola, Florida.

10
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Updates
We love staying connected and 
want to hear from you. Visit the 
alumnae page of the website to 
update your contact information 
online and to find out about up-
coming events. You can also email 
your address, email and phone 
number as well as your updates 
and digital pictures for future Pax 
et Bonum magazines to:

St. Francis High School
Alumnae Office
alumnae@stfrancishs.org
916.737.5020

Alumnae Professionals
Be sure to check out our Alumnae 
Professionals directory on our 
website at www.stfrancishs.org/
alumnae. We would like to see this 
list continue to grow and encourage 
your support of fellow Troubadours 
by using their services. Please 
continue to send your information 
regarding your business or services, 
regardless of location, including 
your name, class year, business 
name and type, business location, 
phone and email. 

Contact:
Alumnae Office
alumnae@stfrancishs.org
916.737.5020

St. Francis High School
5900 Elvas Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95819

13 14 17

Cynthia and Sara Brideson ’08 have had a tumultuous four 
years since graduation. After spending two years in college, 
they left without having completed the degree in History they 
were working toward. They found the college atmosphere too 
overwhelming when coupled with the health issues they are 
still working through. They are almost recovered from anorexia 
but are still trying to acquire coping strategies to deal with their 
recent diagnosis of Asperger’s Syndrome, a high functioning 
autism spectrum disorder. On the brighter side, they have kept 
busy volunteering their time socializing cats at the SPCA and 
working to expand the KOH Library programs at Mosaic Law, 
their synagogue in Sacramento. As well as selling and accepting 
private commissions for their artwork, they have been successful 
in their desire to become writers. Their first book, called Also 
Starring: 40 Great Supporting Players from Hollywood’s Golden 
Age 1930-1965, will be published by BearManor Media in 2013. 
They are busy at work on more writing projects and thank their 
teachers at St. Francis for teaching them the wonderful research 
skills necessary to write non-fiction! 14

Marie Byrnes ’08 recently graduated from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz with a BA in Film & Digital Media with 
an emphasis on Production. She was also a recipient of a 2012 
Porter Fellowship in Film & Digital Media. She is currently an 
Editor in the Animation Department of Cosmic Toast Studios 
in Burbank, California. 

Jenna Gilbert ’08 graduated in four years with honors from 
Fresno State University in May 2012. She received her BA in 
Communications with an additional Certificate in Business 
Professionalism. While at Fresno State, Jenna was on the Honor 
Roll and Dean’s List for the duration of her college career. In 
her final semester, spring 2012 with a 4.0 GPA, Jenna was 
initiated into Lambda Pi Eta, a National Honor Society for 
Communications for her outstanding academic excellence and 
dedication. This is a lifetime recognition. Upon graduation, 
Jenna was offered a sales position with a technology systems 
company in San Francisco. Jenna is thrilled about her new career 
in the Bay Area and is enjoying life to the fullest. 15

Dana Knudsen ’08, after playing volleyball for Santa Clara, 
transferred to the University of Minnesota in her senior year to 
play for the Golden Gophers of the Big Ten Conference, ranked 
top 10 in the nation, for a chance at a national championship. 
Her team ended up 5th in the nation.  In 2012, she graduated 
with Honors from Santa Clara University Business School 
with a BS in Commerce Marketing and a minor in Ancient 
Studies and Languages and will finish her Master Degree in 
Sports Marketing from University of Minnesota in May. Dana 
then plans to play volleyball professionally in Europe, either 
in Germany or Italy. She has also been invited to try out for 
the USA National Team at the Olympic Training facility in 
Colorado Springs in February. Dana still wears her SF letter-
man jacket with the State Championship patch!

Rebekah Lucien ’08 graduated from Stanford University in 
May 2012 with a degree in Human Biology. During her time 
at Stanford, she helped create a mentoring program called The 
Phoenix Scholars, which helps high school students from low-
income backgrounds through the college application process, 
and volunteered with Stanford Hospital’s Teen Health Van, 
which provides free healthcare to uninsured adolescents. Eager 
to serve others through healthcare, she applied to medical school 
during her senior year and has started her first year at the 
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania. 
She wishes all the best to the St. Francis Alumnae and extends 
a congratulations to the 2012 graduates.

16  Rebekah Lucien at her Penn Med white coat ceremony, 
signaling the start of medical school.

Kelly De La Mora ’09 recently returned from a year of Study 
Abroad in Florence, Italy. Utilizing her art history knowledge 
(thank you Mr. Romo!), she traveled throughout Italy as well 
as Germany, Ireland, Spain, and the UK. She begins her senior 
year at Sonoma State University this Fall. 17

Molly Klier ’09 is a senior at the University of Portland working 
toward a BS degree in Civil Engineering. She played collegiate 
soccer at UP for two years before deciding to focus on academ-
ics. After graduating next spring, she plans to work for a firm 
specializing in the design and construction of green/energy 
efficient buildings. 18

12

The wedding of Alyssa Felix Thayne ’07: Melanie 
Hillquist, Evelyn Felix, Alyssa Felix Thayne ’07, 
Allison Van Kessel, and Sarah McCarthy ’07.
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Alum Updates

Help Build Our  
SFHS Photo Archive
Do you have photos of some of your 
special moments at St. Francis? 
Have some fun digging through 
those boxes of memorabilia and 
pick out some of your favorites. 
We invite you to scan them (at 
minimum 300dpi) and email them 
to alumnae@stfrancishs.org. Please 
include approximate date, details 
of the event, and names of people 
in the photo to the extent possible. 
Add your personal comments! 
We’re gearing up for the celebration 
of SFHS’s 75th anniversary by cre-
ating an online photo archive that 
our schoolwide community will be 
able to view. We’ll be sure to share 
some on Facebook, too!

20 21

Gaby Verspieren ’09 was recognized as ITA National Scholar 
Athlete at Dominican University of California. The women’s 
tennis team was named to the 2012 Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association’s NCAA Division II Academic All-American list. 
Gaby also was named second team Pacific West Conference in 
May. She is a Biological Sciences major. 19

Alex Chan ’10 is now entering her junior year at the United 
States Naval Academy. She is majoring in history and 
plays for the Naval Academy Softball team. Alex made the 
Superintendent’s list the past two semesters (the highest honor 
roll you can get at the academy). During the summers she enjoys 
training, which has included sailing into New York City on a 
44 foot sailboat, spending a month on a ship out of Norfolk, 
spending three weeks sea kayaking in Alaska, and spending a 
week each with the Marine Corps, an aviation squadron and 
on a submarine. Upon graduation and commissioning Alex 
intends to become either a Surface Warfare Officer or a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the Marine Corps. 20

Lizzy Fahey ’10 participated in the Campus Ministry Leadership 
Institute as part of the Spring Hill College team. Lizzy and 
Christina Fahey ’09 were counselors at Camp Pendola again last 
summer. Christina studied abroad in Cork, Ireland last spring 
and returned to Loyola University Maryland for her senior year 
in the fall. She is majoring in Actuarial Science. 

Erin Rost ’10, now Cadet 2nd Class Erin Rost at the US Air 
Force Academy, was selected into the United States Air Force 
Academy Parachute Team. She has completed an extremely 
demanding course and is now a member of an elite group - 
“The Wings of Blue.” The Air Force recognizes her as a Cadet 
Jumpmaster and instructor for Airmanship 490, the Basic 
Freefall Parachuting Course, the only unassisted first-jump 
free fall course in the World. Erin has demonstrated the skill, 
sound judgment, and maturity to meet the challenge of such 
awesome responsibly. Erin has made over 350 jumps to date; 
her highest jump has been at 19,000 feet. 21

Alyssa Evelyn Ansell ’11 is attending St. Mary’s College of 
California as a sophomore and double majoring in English and 
Spanish. She is working at Starbucks in Moraga as a Barista.

Kyra Edwards ’11 is a student at the University of Nevada, 
Reno, majoring in “Wildlife Ecology and Conservation”. 22

2010s

Sydney Johansen ’11 had an exceptional freshman year swim-
ming for Boise State University. She was one of 58 freshman 
swimmers to qualify for NCAA National Championship and 
earned honorable mention All-American for swimming on 
the Broncos’ 200-yard freestyle relay team. Sydney earned five 
medals and broke six school records at the 2012 Mountain 
West Championships and won conference title in the 200 IM.
 
23  Sydney and Jessica Poelman ’11

Jolise (Jojo) Limcaco ’11 averaged 22.3 points in three wins 
for the Menlo College basketball team in early December 2012, 
earning her honors as the Cal Pac women’s basketball player of 
the week (11/26-12/2). “The 5’6” sophomore guard pumped 
in 27 points on 11-of-15 shooting from the field as the Oaks 
blasted Dominican, 83-63. Limcaco then scored 20 points in 
back-to-back home wins over Johnson & Wales (96-67) and Cal 
State San Marcos (71-55), while shooting a blistering 65.8% 
from the field, including making 9-of-17 from beyond the arc. 
She also pulled down 4.3 rebounds per game in the three wins 
and dished out 19 assists (6.3 per game).”

Aneesha Baliga ’12: In October 2012 Columbia University’s 
women’s crew team was among the entries of eight-oared shells 
in the 44th running of the world’s largest regatta, the Head of 
the Charles. Seeded 22nd, the women finished 11th, the finest 
performance ever for a Columbia Women’s eight at the regatta. 
As stated on the gocolumbialions.com website, “That they navi-
gated the often-challenging Charles River course so well was a 
tribute to first-year coxswain Aneesha Baliga. Appearing in her 
first collegiate race ever, and possibly her first on the Charles, 
Baliga took charge of her boat of veterans and piloted them 
through crowded waters. ‘She’s just a 17-year old coxswain, in a 
boat of upperclassmen,’ [Coach Scott] Ramsey said. ‘She steered 
an excellent course.’” During high school Aneesha participated 
in crew and was a fourth place finisher in the lightweight four 
at the 2011 National Championships , won a gold medal at the 
2011 Head of the American in Northern California, and was a 
silver medalist at the 2012 Southwest Regional Junior Rowing 
Championships in the lightweight four.

Kaitlin Lathrop ’12 attends the University of San Diego and 
is studying Marine Biology. 

24  Kaitlin and Stitch at Disneyworld where she received some 
very good surfing tips from Stitch!

22 24

SF alums gather for the wed-
ding of Peter Zilaff and Jillian 
Haney on June 16, 2012 at 
Lake Tahoe. Caitlin Mansfield 
’07, Kristen Mansfield ’11, Joan 
Kitlas Dillon ’76, Barbara Hill 
Caselli ’71, Kimi Zilaff Hanson 
’73, Carla Zilaff ’01, Adrienne 
Schaaf DeFazio ’73.
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Alum Updates

Class of 1971  
Mini-Reunion
by Ann Marie Perry Faires ’71

Members of the St. Francis gradu-
ating Class of 1971 gathered for 
the weekend at one of our class-
mates’ homes in Mendocino. The 
weekend began with lunch at St. 
Francis. Several of the girls hadn’t 
been back on campus since gradu-
ation. They were very impressed 
with the renovations, since it is 
very different from when we were 
there. After we finished lunch on 
campus, we caravanned toward the 
coast for a long three day weekend 
of rest, relaxation, and laughter. 
Once we arrived at the hilltop home 
we were graced with a picturesque 
view of the Pacific Ocean and the 
weather couldn’t have been more 
cooperative. We spent our days 
walking along the beach, picnicking, 
sharing grandchildren stories and 
reminiscencing about the good ole’ 
days at St. Francis. At the end of our 
mini-reunion, we all agreed that we 
are blessed with Troubie spirit. It is 
a spirit of sisterhood and sense of 
community that bonds us together 
for a lifetime.

Barbara Hill Caselli, Ann Marie 
Perry Faires, Jill Matranga, Francie 
Ivanovich Heim, Barbara Peterson

March 9, 2009 was the day my life changed forever. Prior to this day, my life was pretty good. I had my 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Real Estate and Land Use Affairs, finished an internship with Remax Gold, 
and was working on getting a broker’s license. All of that changed within a day. One moment I was sitting 
in my car in a parking lot and the next I was in the ER of a hospital unable to move a single limb. Doctors 
concluded that I had suffered a stroke in my spinal cord, due to a rare blood disorder. I spent the next three 
months in a hospital, fighting for my life. The entire time I was thinking, “What am I going to do now? Will 
I ever be the same?” I have spent the last three years wheelchair bound unable to care for myself. I haven’t 
shared my story because I didn’t want anyone to see me differently than how I used to be. Recently, I started 
watching a television series called Push Girls, a reality show about girls who live their lives in wheelchairs 
pushing through life’s obstacles with a positive attitude. They inspired me to share my story and show that 
anyone can overcome any situation with a positive outlook on life. Today, I’m in intensive exercise therapy 
at a place called Sci-Fit, where they specialize in training people with a spinal cord injury. With the help 
of my loving family and friends, I live my life and work hard in hopes of walking again someday. I hope to 
inspire people to work hard and never give up on their dreams. v

Terez Taylor ’03

Remembering Susie Fox McGrath ’90
Susie Fox McGrath died peacefully in her sleep at her home in Novato 

on December 10, 2012. Those of us who loved her are left with memories 
of her contagious laughter, her beautiful smile, her unwavering loyalty, her 
impressive intelligence and her passion for fashion. Susie graduated from 
St. Francis in 1990 and went on to earn a degree in Textiles and Clothing 
from UC Davis in 1994. Two years later she graduated from Sacramento 
State University with a Master’s Degree in Business Administration and 
earned her CPA license. Susie moved to San Francisco where 
she went to work for Deloitte and Touche. During this time 
she met and married the love of her life, Dylan McGrath. 
They had two beautiful boys together, Colin (9) and Sean 
(5). Susie was a devoted, fun, loving mom who loved spend-
ing time with her family. Through them, her spirit will live 
on forever.

We shared almost three decades of fun and friend-
ship. We take comfort in the memories we shared and feel 
so blessed to have called her our friend all these years.  We 
are better for the ways she touched us and for her imprint 
on our lives. Thank you, Susie, we will miss you always.

   The Class of 1990
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Reunions
It’s Reunion Time!
If you have graduated in a year that 
ends with a 3 or an 8, this is your 
year for a Reunion. 

Contact:

St. Francis High School
Alumnae Office
alumnae@stfrancishs.org
916.737.5020

Upcoming Reunions
Graduates of 1968... We are having 
our 45th Reunion! We’re gathering 
for a casual picnic lunch at East 
Portal Park near the bocce ball 
courts on Saturday, October 2nd 
from Noon until 3:00pm. Bring 
your own lunch and drink. If you 
wish to continue visiting, join us 
for Happy Hour at Chargin’s Bar 
and Grill at 49th and J Street. Hors 
d’oeurves will be provided. Contact 
Teenie Belluomini, 775.786.8889 
or Sandy Derr, taxwoman@yahoo.
com. Women only please.

Join Us!
Alumnae Luncheon
April 18, 2013
11:30am - 2:30pm
$75 Per Person

Westin St. Francis Hotel
in the St. Francis Suite
335 Powell Street
San Francisco

Contact: 
Tracy Beckwith
tbeckwith@stfrancishs.org
916.737.5033

Online reservations: 
www.stfrancishs.org/alumevents

Class of 1972 • 40 Year Reunion
The class of 1972 had its 40th Reunion on the SFHS campus 
November 10th, 2012. The graduates reminisced about the 
years they spent in Serra Court, and got to see how gorgeous 
the campus is with the renovations. Everyone had a great time 
catching up and enjoying a beautiful meal on the lovely fall day 
at St. Francis! v

Class of 1952 • 60 Year Reunion
The Class of 1952 celebrated its 60th reunion on a beauti-
ful sunny day in Apple Hill. We had a good time visiting, 
catching up and enjoying a buffet lunch in a garden. Those 
in attendance were: Nancy Williams, Waldtraut Schulte-
Grewe, Shirley Lewis Greco, Mary Ann Mason Stewart, 
Sister Dorothy (Loretta McCormack), Shirley Leventon 
Brown, Sandy McKinley Burrell, Rosemary Caughey Judd, 

Joan Hawkins Hutchings, Karen Lagergren Fitch, Beverly 
McCoy Westbrook, Ramona Risse Youngerman, Clare 
Heffernan Callaghan, Virginia Corbett Fowler, Noralee 
Messner Haversack, and Barbara Wakefield Goyette. Three 
daughters and two husbands were also there. We had a very 
successful turnout, and everyone had a great time in pictur-
esque Apple Hill! v

Class of 1977 • 35 Year Reunion
On September 29th, the graduating class of 1977 gathered 
for a fabulous evening with 35 classmates and an additional 
group of husbands, significant others and friends. Everyone 
enjoyed being able to catch up and celebrate our 35th reunion. 
We celebrated at Campus Commons Nepenthe Clubhouse. 
Thanks to the great committee, who planned such an awe-
some evening. v

Class of 1992 • 20 Year Reunion
On November 3rd, the class of 1992 celebrated its 20th re-
union at St. Francis High School. We celebrated in the CLC 
(formerly the library) with over 65 classmates and spouses. 
Cocktail hour and heavy appetizers were followed by a DJ and 
dancing. It was great to catch up and see so many friends. We 
had a very successful turnout, and everyone had an amazing 
time dancing like we were back in the old St. Francis gym dur-
ing a Homecoming dance! Thanks to the planning of the com-
mittee and the cooperation of the staff at St. Francis, everyone 
had a fabulous time! v
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calendar
April

Henriette Doglietto Art Show
Opening: Wednesday, April 10, 2013, 4:00 to 7:00pm

Please join students, teachers, administrators and friends at this 
special evening’s culmination of the many accomplishments of 
the visual artists at St. Francis. This wonderful show is run by 
the SF Gallery Club. For more information, please call Elizabeth 
Danielson, 916.737.5002. Admission is free.

Alumnae Luncheon
Thursday, April 18, 2013, 11:30am to 2:30pm

Westin St. Francis Hotel in the St. Francis Suite. 335 Powell Street, 
San Francisco, CA. $75 per person.  For more information, contact 
Tracy Beckwith, tbeckwith@stfrancishs.org, 916.737.5033.

Mother Daughter Fashion Show
Saturday, April 20, 2013, Luncheon: 12:00pm,  
Gala Dinner Show: 6:30pm

A wonderful St. Francis tradition for students of all grade levels 
and their mothers or mother figures. Information and online 
registration available at www.stfrancishs.org. This fun annual event 
needs your time and talent. For more information, please contact 
Melissa Deiro, Advancement Associate for Events and Annual 
Fund, mdeiro@stfrancishs.org, 916.737.5017.

24/24/24 Online Fundraiser
Wednesday, April 24, 2013

This spring we are introducing a new concept to unite our 
widespread online community in supporting St. Francis through 
24/24/24 - Give A Little Bit!! We ask all supporters to give $24 (or 
more) in 24 hours on April 24. This “crowd funding” opportunity 
allows for relatively small contributions to be coupled with 
hundreds to thousands of other donations for a large cumulative 
impact. Similar online giving events have garnered $40,000 to 
millions of dollars for the benefiting organization. For more 
information, please go to www.stfrancishs.org/242424. This will be 
the same portal that will become live at the stroke of 12:00pm on 
April 24, 2013 to facilitate secure online giving. Spread the word! 
For more information, contact Tracy Beckwith,  
tbeckwith@stfrancishs.org, 916.737.5033.

May
Booster Club Golf Tournament & 
Spring Social
Thursday, May 9, 2013, 2:00pm Shotgun,  
Land Park Golf Course

Pull out your clubs and put on your argyle socks! On May 9th the 
SFHS Booster Club will hold its annual golf tournament with a 
new twist. The emphasis will be on fun and the play will be shorter 
- 9 holes - at Land Park Golf Course.  After the round, golfers will 
be invited to participate in the inaugural Shoot Out Under the Lights 
that will be held along with a casual, open-air post party featuring 
food and beverage provided by the famous Booster Club bartenders 
and grill masters! The post-party will be open to all supporters of 
the school and will include music. Registration details are posted 
on www.stfrancishs.org.

Alumnae Network Lunch
Wednesday, May 15, 2013, 11:30am to 1:30pm,  
Lucca Restaurant

For more information, contact Tracy Beckwith,  
tbeckwith@stfrancishs.org, 916.737.5033.

For more information on Alumnae events,  
visit www.stfrancishs.org/alumnae.

Alumnae 
LUNCHEON

April 18, 2013
11:30am - 2:30pm

Westin St. Francis Hotel
in the St. Francis Suite
335 Powell Street
San Francisco

$75 Per Person

Contact: Tracy Beckwith
tbeckwith@stfrancishs.org • 916.737.5033
www.stfrancishs.org/alumnae

SAVE THE DATE!

S T .  F R A N C I S  H I G H  S C H O O L
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St. Francis High School 
Memorial and Tribute Program

Contributions in honor or memory of a loved one go directly to the St. Francis 
High School Scholarship Fund, providing financial assistance for students. 
Your gift will be recognized in the Pax et Bonum Annual Report edition in the 
fall. Remembrance cards are sent to the family as requested, with no donation 
amount mentioned.

q In honor of 

 Occasion, if applicable 

q In memory of 

Please send remembrance card to 

Address 

Donor Information

Your name(s) 

Address 

Phone Number 

E-Mail Address 

Donation to Scholarship Fund $ 

Send to: St. Francis High School • 5900 Elvas Avenue • Sacramento, CA 95819

Sing to the Lord, all creatures!
Worship God with your joy;

Praise God with the  
sound of your laughter.

Know that we all belong to God,
That God is our source and our home.
Enter God’s light with thanksgiving;

Fill your hearts with God’s praise,
For God’s goodness  

is beyond comprehension
And God’s deep love endures forever.

Psalm 100

The St. Francis High School  
community mourns the loss of 

the following alumnae & Faculty:

Patricia Zack Dove ’44

Betty Madone Dahl Rohrer ’46

Mary Jo Pegenaute Brennan ’47

Lois Jean Garcia Riley ’49

Joan Hawkins Hutchings ’52

Donna Lee Colbert Clark ’53

Teresa Wing Dempster ’54

Lorraine Risse Helm ’55

Roberta Webdell Frayne ’55

Sue Koch Hoagland ’60

Maryanne Beeler, SJS ’70

Kathleen Wright Harvey ’73

Renee Dias Ferdinand ’78 

Marilyn Annette Taormina ’78

Susie Fox McGrath ’90

Lois Olavarri, SFHS English Department

Kathy Carlisle, SFHS Art Department
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Cross Country
Took 2nd place at the State Championships, becoming the first Northern 
California school in Girls Division I history to place in the top 3. Seven girls 
on the team were then invited to participate in the Nike Cross Nationals 
meet in Portland, Oregon on December 1. The roadrunning Troubies are 
also the Sac-Joaquin Section and Delta River League Champions for 2012.

Golf
Placed 6th at the State Championships after qualifying as the 2nd place 
team at the Northern California Championships and winning the Delta 
River League Championships. Also won the Sac-Joaquin Divisional Section 
Championship and the Sac-Joaquin Masters Section Championship.

Tennis
After earning the Co-Championship of the Delta River League, the Troubies 
advanced all the way to the Semi-Finals of the Sac-Joaquin Section.

Volleyball
The Troubadours won the Northern California Championship game as well 
as winning the Sac-Joaquin Section and Delta River League Championships. 
The Troubies placed 2nd at the State Championship game in Irvine on 
December 1.

Water Polo
The Troubies advanced all the way to the SJS Championship game, losing to 
Davis by one goal in the waning seconds of the game. They finished 2nd in 
the Delta River League.

Fall Sports2012
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