
St. Francis Catholic High School Robotics Team Places 4th in the World at
the 20th MATE ROV Competition

SACRAMENTO, Calif. – July 20, 2022 - St. Francis Catholic High School is proud to announce
our robotics team placed fourth in the world at the 20th annual Marine Advanced Technology
Education Remotely Operated Vehicle World Championships (MATE ROV) in Long Beach, Calif.
earlier this summer. Along with their world title, the Geneseas placed first in Marketing Display
and earned the Oceaneering Health, Safety and Environmental Award.

The all-girls team, known as the
Geneseas, consists of eleven
students who work year-round and
have varying roles on the team.
The Geneseas are coached by
Kitara Crain and Marcus Grindstaff.
Kitara is also a Validation Engineer
at Intel Corporation.

Robotics is considered an
academic team where students
gain experience in engineering,
marketing and research while
building their underwater ROV and

preparing for competitions.

“It’s such an inspiration to see these incredible young women applying their STEM talent,
creativity and passion to build an award winning robotics team and establish the legacy of
competitive robotics at St. Francis High School,” Geneseas assistant coach and St. Francis
parent Marcus Grindstaff said.

Head coach Kitara Crain added, “This team is growing into some truly remarkable engineers as
they conquer the real world problems of the MATE competition. It doesn’t get more exciting as a
coach than watching the robot hit a major complication, thinking to myself ‘what could have
caused this?’, and then looking up to realize the team has already recognized the problem,



analyzed possible reasons for failure, and are working as a team to debug and solve the issue
to get the robot back in the water.”

According to Grindstaff, this is just the beginning for these talented young women. “Stay tuned.
We’re just getting started!”

Nearly 50 in-person teams from across the globe and 12 telepresence teams participated in the
competition. For the 20th annual event, students were challenged to create ROVs and related
technologies to support work to combat climate change, provide clean energy, feed the growing
global population, monitor ocean health and preserve maritime history.

In addition to its underwater successes in Long Beach, the Geneseas participated in a
collaborative bonus mission with Husky Explorers from Newfoundland, Canada and CityU from
Hong Kong.

###

About St. Francis Catholic High School: St. Francis is an all-girls college preparatory high
school, operated by the Sacramento Diocese. Since our founding in 1940, we have encouraged
the education of the whole person by providing high academic standards, a Christian
environment for spiritual development, a full range of athletics, fine and performing arts and a
variety of clubs and social activities. Our students come to us from more than 100 area schools
across five primary counties. Colleges continue to recognize that St. Francis graduates are well
prepared and qualified; most years 100% of graduates are accepted to a college or university.
Visit us at www.stfrancishs.org.

About the MATE ROV Competition: Established with funding from the National Science
Foundation at Monterey Peninsula College in 1997, the Marine Advanced Technology Education
(MATE) Center worked with the Marine Technology Society’s ROV Committee to create the
MATE ROV Competition. The first event kicked off in 2001. Fifteen years later, MATE Inspiration
for Innovation (MATE II) incorporated in the state of California as a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization in 2016. MATE II was founded to support and sustain ongoing education activities
initiated at the MATE Center. To learn more, visit http://www.materov20.org/.
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